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THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION AND PRAYER

I shall read from “The Mount Of Blessing,” be-
ginning with the first paragraph on page 170. This
page is based on the scripture. “Bring us not into
temptation, but deliver us from the Evil one.”—R.V.

M. B,, p. 170—“Temptation is enticement to sin, and
this does not proceed from God, but from Satan, and
from the evil of our own hearts. ‘God can not be
tempted with evil, and He Himself tempteth no man.’

“Satan seeks to bring us into temptation, that the
evil of our character may be revealed before men
and angels, that he may claim us as his own. . . . The
enemy leads us into sin, and then he accuses us be-
fore the heavenly universe as unworthy of the love of
God. .. .”

Every temptation resisted, every trial bravely
borne, gives us a new experience in character build-
ing. The soul that resists temptation through Divine
power reveals to the world and to the universe the
efficiency of the grace of Christ.

Here is seen that Satan is the great tempter of our
souls, that he constantly seeks to make us fall. But
he cannot do anything against us if our hearts be
right with God, and if we stay within the hedge He
has built around us. He can succeed only if we our-
selves make it possible. If we willingly yield to sin,
we thus voluntarily surrender to Satan. Let us not for-
get that no one can keep on going his own way and at
the same time pray the Lord’s prayer without making
a liar of himself. But those who wholeheartedly take
the Lord at His word and allow Him to direct their
steps, they never go wrong. We should pray to be
among this latter class.
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gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the
Lord’s wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured
by the fire of his jealousy: for He shall make even a
speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.”
Zeph. 1:12-18.

These scriptures are self-explanatory, and they
make our subject as clear as crystal: As soon as the
house of David is set up, as soon as the first fruits
reach Mt. Zion and there stand with the Lamb, the
cleansing fountain will be opened. Then it is that the
great harvest will begin during which every grain of
“wheat” shall be put into the “barn,” but every noxious
seed burned (Matt. 13:30). Then it is that every good
“fish” shall be put into vessels, whereas every bad
one shall be cast out (Matt. 13:48). Then it is that
everyone having on the “wedding garment” shall be
served the wedding supper, but everyone having not
the garment on shall be cast into outer darkness (Matt.
22:11- 13).

In the terms of the parables all this can be summed
as follows: Those who successfully aim to be spared
as “wheat,” as good “fish,” and to put on the “wedding
garment,” are those who have found the field of great
treasure and the pearl of great price and have done
all to purchase them.

“So shall it be at the end of the world, the angels
shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among
the just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire:
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” Matt.
13:49, 50.

Solemn times we have come to, Brother, Sister.
Now is the time to put on the white garment. Now is
the time to buy the field with the great treasure, and

20. Vol. 1, No. 18

LT 'ON ‘T IoA ‘8
oy} uoad jey} 93o[dwod os aq [[eys A10301a Ay,

« PapUNo}
-U0d 9¢ [[eYS S9SIOY UO SIOPLI 9U} PUB ‘WoY} Ym ST
pioT oyl osnedoq ‘Qy3y [[eys A9y} pue :2[13eq °U} UI
$}9911S 9U} JO OJIW 9Y} Ul SIIWAUD JIIOY)} UMOP PedI}
yorym ‘uowr Ay3rwr Se g [[eys AUl puy,—G OSIIA

‘yepn Jo asnoy ayj} splmg oH 99Ul YIM
‘(xona) aossoiddo, ALroao pue ‘(Aweuyg oy} JI9A0
£310301A 943} ured o3 yoIym Aq jusawInI}sul Jo ‘YginiJ, ayl)
Moq, oyl ‘(1ezruedio) reu, oyj} ‘(1opunoj) ouo0ls
JOUIO0D, 9U)} YEPN WOIJ SIS00YD JOSWIH PIoT 9]

. 1oy3a303 1ossaxddo L1aaa
wIy JOo 1IN0 ‘moq 9[13eq 2y} WIY JO N0 ‘[leu ay)} wIiy
JO INO ‘I9UI0O 9} YIOJ 2dWBDd WIY JO INQ,—p ISIIA

‘prefoura SIH Ul $9s10Y A[poo3
SEB S)UBAIIS STH Sodew }ISIA STH "SUlAl] 92U} JIOJ judw
-3pn oyl jo sj1om ay3—sieod ay3 ystund pue dooys a3
premar o3 st o uodnoaroym doays ayj} woij syeod a3
Suneredos 03 A1ojeredaid yinig pareaaas yiym oardoad
STH Po3}ISIA SBY PIOT 9Y) }eY} SISO[OSIP 9SIaA SIYJ,

«'9[31eq 23 UI 2sI0Y A[poo3 STH SE Wy}
spew yjey pUeE ‘Yepnp Jo asNoy 93} O0Y SIH PaiIsiA yiey
$1S0Y JOo pIo oy} Joj :sj3eod oyl paysmund | pue ‘spiay
-doys oyj 3surede po[puly sem I23UB QUIN,—E 9ISIA

jfem umo Iy} 2uo3 2ABY [[e A3 ‘@IoUym
-Aue pioydays Teal ou SI 219y} 9SNEII[ PIA[qNOI} 2IE
dooys a3 paopu] "A3re[ pue SI23STUTW Y30q Suowe LIom
II9Y} Op ISNW 2I0JOIdY} UOIJEULIOJOI PUE [BAIADY

‘pooyaste] 3uryoeaid Aq 310jwod 03 3urAr} sioyoeard
asre; ‘Airel oyl Aq pozIopl 2Je Jey) sidjsturwr 3Junjey

Lord’s vineyard—over every church member—“every
one grass,” wheat or tare.

Literally speaking, dark clouds suggest a very
heavy and damaging rain that frightens the beholders.
Conversely, bright clouds suggest a gentle rain, the
kind that descends in such a way so that the ground
can absorb all of it. It does not waste itself.

Spiritually speaking, dark clouds would, therefore,
represent a source of dangerous reading matter and
too voluminous for one to welcome or to comprehend.
But bright clouds stand for a source of small, easily
comprehended Truth-laden publications packed with
“meat in due season,” Truth that comes in portions
easy to take in, easy to assimilate all of It, and thus
to develop the recipient of It for the “master’s” use
and for His service.

Then, too, the spiritual “latter rain” must fall as
freely and without cost to the recipients as does literal
rain. Thus it is that never before has the world wit-
nessed so much absolutely free literature scattered
away as this literature is. Millions! So it is that
these small comprehensive publications, the bright
clouds, laden with present Truth, are now being scat-
tered as leaves of autumn throughout Laodicea to
every church member, “to every one grass” in the
vineyard of the Lord. The final results? “More than
one thousand,” attests Inspiration, “will soon be con-
verted in one day, most of whom will trace their first
convictions to the reading of our publications.”—“Re-
view and Herald,” Nov. 10, 1885. Accordingly, along
with the world’s dark clouds that now hover over
those who are pessimistic about the promises of God,
there are these bright clouds that hover over the
faithful believing and trusting children of God.
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for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I
will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and
will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. I will
make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man
than the golden wedge of Ophir.

“Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth
shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord
of hosts, and in the day of His fierce anger. And it
shall be as the chased roe, and as a sheep that no man
taketh up: they shall every man turn to his own people,
and flee every one into his own land. Every one that
is found shall be thrust through; and every one that is
joined unto them shall fall by the sword.” Isa. 13:9-15.

To this warning the prophet Zephaniah adds: “And
it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search
Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are
settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The
Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil. There-
fore their goods shall become a booty, and their
houses a desolation: they shall also build houses, but
not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, but
not drink the wine thereof. The great day of the Lord
is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the
voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry
there bitterly.

“That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and
distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of
darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick
darkness. A day of the trumpet and alarm against the
fenced cities, and against the high towers. And I
will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk
like blind men, because they have sinned against the
Lord: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and
their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their
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mother will then tolerate their own son to pose as
such, but they shall deliver him to the executioners.
Itshallcometopassthatthe men who even now are exalt-
ing themselves, and preaching without having been
“sent,” shall be ashamed as their eyes come wide
open when caught in their fallacies—in false predic-
tions, and private interpretations of the Scriptures.
No longer will they wear deceitful garments, rather,
they will say, “I am no prophet, not even a pastor; I
am only a herdsman, a common farmer.”

The prophet Ezekiel also was given glimpses of
this situation: “Thus saith the Lord God; Woe unto
the foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit,
and have seen nothing! O Israel, thy prophets are
like the foxes in the deserts. Ye have not gone up in-
to the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house
of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord.
They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying,
The Lord saith: and the Lord hath not sent them: and
they have made others to hope that they would confirm
the word. Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have
ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, The
Lord saith it; albeit I have not spoken? Therefore
thus saith the Lord God; Because ye have spoken
vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against
you, saith the Lord God. And Mine hand shall be
upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine
lies: they shall not be in the assembly of My people,
neither shall they be written in the writing of the
house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land
of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord God.

“Because, even because they have seduced My
people, saying, Peace; and there was no peace; and
one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with
untempered morter: say unto them which daub it
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demons who lead our enemies in the conflict, will
themselves be confounded.

Verse 6—“And I will strengthen the house of Judah,
and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring
them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them:
and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for
I am the Lord their God, and will hear them.”

The statements, “I will strengthen,” instead of
save, “the house of Judah,” and “I will save” instead
of strengthen “the house of Joseph,” imply that the
house of Judah is saved before the house of Joseph
is, and to save the house of Joseph He strengthens
the house of Judah. The second fruits need to be
saved, whereas the first fruits need to be fitted for
service. Both are gathered into one place, (the
“barn,” the Kingdom). The Lord extends this favor
to both of them because He has mercy upon them and
will treat them as though they had never caused Him
to cast them out.

Verse 7—“And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty
man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine:
yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their
heart shall rejoice in the Lord.”

The fathers shall rejoice and the children shall
see it. He shall thus “turn the heart of the fathers to
the children, and the heart of the children to their
fathers. . . .” Mal. 4:6.

Verse 8—“I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I
have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they
have increased.”

“They shall increase,” that is, the second fruits
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are to be added to the “firstfruits.” (Rev. 7:4, 9).

Verse 9—“And I will sow [multiply] them among the
people: and they shall remember Me in far countries;
and they shall live with their children, and turn again
[to their homeland].”

Verse 10—*“I will bring them again also out of the land
of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will
bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and
place shall not be found for them.”

The elect shall be gathered from everywhere, and
shall spread as far as the land of Gilead and Lebanon.
But even then, the place shall be too small for them.

Verses 11, 12—“And he shall pass through the sea with
affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and
all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride
of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of
Egypt shall depart away. And I will strengthen them
in the Lord; and they shall walk up and down in His
name, saith the Lord.”

That is to say, the gathering of the people is to be
unobstructed. Every hindrance is to be removed.
The reign of sin is to be brought to an end. The
nations who have enslaved God’s people are to be
humbled, and their scepters (thrones) are to be no
more.

Be strong in the Lord, walk up and down happy and
without fear, saith the Lord.

The work that God has begun in the human heart
by Divine light and knowledge, must continually go
forward. “. .. Every individual must realize his own
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and the unclean spirits.

In our previous study of the tenth chapter of Zecha-
riah, we learned that these idols are the kind that
speak; that they are men. There is no doubt, there-
fore, that these are ministering brethren who preach
themselves instead of Christ, and whom the laity idol-
ize. As a result, the laity are blindly following them,
and whatever decisions their “idols” make concerning
what is Truth and what is error, what is sin and what
is righteousness, those are the decisions which the
laity does carry out. These “idols,” therefore are
creating a situation similar to that which the priests,
scribes, and Pharisees created in the days of Christ’s
first advent. Consequently, the idol-worshipers are
not troubling themselves to personally investigate
fresh messages, and they are thereby ignorantly fol-
lowing men rather than Christ and His advancing
Truth. These, along with the prophets and the unclean
spirits, shall pass out of the land.

Verses 3-5—“And it shall come to pass, that when any
shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother
that begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live;
for thou speakest lies in the name of the Lord; and
his father and his mother that begat him shall thrust
him through when he prophesieth. And it shall come
to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed
every one of his vision, when he hath prophesied;
neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive:
but he shall say, I am no prophet, I am an husband-
man; for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth.”

The name of the idols (the flattering titles of men)
shall forever be forgotten: In that day, thereafter,
neither a false prophet nor an unclean spirit shall be
tolerated in the land. In fact, not even a father or a
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