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HOW TO MATRICULATE IN THE
INSTITUTE?

Question No. 164:

What makes one eligible for matriculation
at the Davidic-Levitical Institute? What part
of the student’s expense at Mt. Carmel does
the second tithe take care of, and how much
in cash must one pay?

Answer:

Only those who hold the Association’s
Certificate  of Fellowship are eligible to
matriculate in the Davidic-Levitical Insti-
tute. And it is required that the enrollee
deposit with the Bank of Palestina the
Qualification Fee of $30. This fee will
care for his room, board, and laundry dur-
ing his orientation period—his first two
months only. Should he readily adapt
himself to the manual phase of his train-
ing and, during this two-month period of
orientation, earn enough wages to defray
these expenses, then the $30 fee may be
credited to his drawing or savings account.

In addition, he is required to deposit
the amount of return transportation home,
so that should he not find himself able to
fit into the school’s program, or for any
other reason decide to leave Mt. Carmel,
he as well as the Institute will be protected
against his being stranded without suffic-
ient funds to leave.

Besides, for the duration of the war, he
is required to bring his own bed (single),
springs, mattress, and bedding.

—92_

-g-

s11qeY 959y} Jo wonismboe Iroy) ULISEY [IM
YoIym 201A9p 10 ‘arnssaxd ‘eousnyjur Sqe
-[reae £1945 ‘s31qey o[qexisap Auew Jurrmb
-oe ur enioul Iyl pue doppasp  udIp[IYd
yorym our[dIosIp pIesol 1UdUNUasaI Qe
-11A9UT 91 JOo MIIA U] -dur[diosIp jo s$s3
-oxd ® Aq pared[nour 9q ISnW SIIQeY dIseq
oy ‘ore Lo pood moy 1onew ou Inq A1
-pa1ay pue armieu £q ‘9sInod jo ‘Area uaIp
-I'yD “Apradoxd woayy asn 01 wry Sunisd ur
110J32 snorroqe[ jo sreaf 14312 01 noj 1uads
aaey syuared s1y [mun 1ou Inq ‘o[qefofus
UJA9 pUE OWI Ul WIY 01 [EINIBU JWI0D
-2q Aew 310j ® pue oJiuy e PIM Suney
"SONI[SIP AJemioe oy yorym sSuryy Auew
pue ‘A[ernieu op 10U s30p Y YIIyM sSury)
Auewr urop £q “Kueuosiad e yons jo suon
-epunoj oy 1sed] 1 10 Arfeuosiad pood
e sdoaAdp P[IYd YT, :SIY3 ST 1891 STYI UI
papnpur Lireuosiad jo s1qey 10 syuawd[d
o) y3noryy suni yorym 20ukdy oyJ,

1ySu1 axom Lrfeuosiad pue 110818y
poo3 e jo 1uowdopaasp o1 noqe s1dad
-o1d pue seopr jusOUE I} Jo Auewr 1B
Sursoxd st £SojoyoLsd ‘Suoim srom armyeu
moqe sja1[2q pue seapr snomadrd o ey
sn 1ySne) 2ABY $IIUIDS IIYIO0 Y} SEIIIYA\
‘102dsax juerrodwr SIY) UT SIOUS IAYIO
[T woij s1ayp A3o[oydds] ‘21973 punoy
Ayeuosiad jo wonedyIPod SY1 IOIPEIIUOD
01 UBY) I9YIEI UWIIJUOD 0) PUd] IPBUI JABY
sisiSo[oydAsd yorym sa112A00SIP IY) Ppue
opqrg aq1 pjaas sz Kipeuosiad uo Jooqixa)
SNUSYINE 1SOW pue 1sANBAIT oY ‘IaNE[

Questions and Answers

IS EDUCATION HARMFUL?

Question No. 108:

What is wrong with education? Why does
it turn out so many misfits? Am I not taking a
dangerous chance in sending my children to
school?

Answer:

The trouble is not with education itself,
but rather with the kind of education one
receives. Yes, there are two kinds of edu-
cation—the human and the Divine, the
natural and the spiritual, the wrong and
the right. As man is born with desires to
love the natural and to hate the spiritual,
naturally, then, the human method of edu-
cation has been highly cultivated, and the
Divine greatly, if not altogether, neg-

lected. Thus the reason for “so many mis-
fits.”

It is a recognized fact that the former is
actually calculated to train the student, not
to produce, but to consume—to be grasp-
ing and selfish; whereas the latter is de-
signed to train the student to produce more
than he consumes—to be benevolent and
unselfish, living for others, not for self.

Then, too, it must be realized that even
if the schools were giving the right kind
of training, it would be counteracted by
parents who allow their children to squan-
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der away time, rather than teach them how
to lighten someone’s burdens and to make
a living. So, if there is no mutual co-
operation between the school and the home,
then despite even a right educational sys-
tem in the schools, the children would
nevertheless be trained to become a burden
to themselves, a liability to their parents,
and a detriment to the world.

Rather than making their schooling a
preparation for life, most students make it
a vacation from life. Then when gradua-
tion day arrives, they consequently have
no idea of what they should do next! And
even when they do “have a vocation in
mind, it often takes them years to acquire
the basic work habits required in their

fields.”

It is a tested fact that during their
schooling, students enjoy sponging, a thing
that has become a vice. And the longer
they go to school the stronger this selfish
habit seems to become. And that is why
“employers no longer,” asserts Dr. Henry
C. Link, the psychologist, “fall over each
other in their haste to employ college grad-
uates. Moreover, in making their selec-
tions, they are often more influenced by a
student’s extra-curricular activities and his
achievements in dealing with his fellow
students, than by his success with his pro-
fessors.”

What the present generation needs to
learn most in school is to stop sponging
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adopted? If the true Israelitish family is
no longer extant, then adoption is no
longer possible, for the living cannot be
adopted to the dead! (See Romans 8, 9.)

WHAT DOES THE “HOLY MOUNTAIN”
SIGNIFY?

Question No. 163:

In dealing with the various prophecies, “The
Shepherd’s Rod” consistently applies the term,
“the holy mountain,” to Jerusalem, the church,
whereas it applies the term, the glorious “holy
mountain” (Dan. |1:45), to Mt. Sinai. What
reason do you give for this sidestepping, as it
were, from the rule?

Answer:

The phrase, “the glorious holy moun-
tain,” cannot designate the church, for the
context of the verse does not support the
notion. On the contrary, it clearly shows
that the King of the North is to “go forth”
from the “glorious land,” Palestine, and
“plant” his tabernacles in the “glorious
holy mountain,” while other scriptures
show that the Lord is to “return” zo the
glorious land, and plant His tabernacles in
Zion the “holy mountain.” Zech. 1:16;
2:10-13; 8:3. So, since both tabernacles
cannot be in the same place, and since the
Lord’s is to be in Jerusalem, obviously,
therefore, “the glorious holy mountain,”
where the King of the North is to plant his,

must be elsewhere.
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WHAT ABOUT PLAYING GAMES?
Question No. 160:

Is it wrong for Davidians to play cards, chess,
checkers, tennis, baseball, and other games?

Answer:

“Card-playing should be prohibited.”
“There are amusements, such as dancing,
card-playing, chess, checkers, etc., which
we cannot approve, because Heaven con-
demns them.”—Messages to Young People,
pp- 379, 392.

“A view of things was presented before
me in which the students were playing
games of tennis and cricket. Then I was
given instruction regarding the character
of these amusements. They were presented
to me as a species of idolatry, like the idols
of the nations.”—Counsels to Teachers, p.

350.

“The public feeling is that manual labor
is degrading, yet men may exert them-
selves as much as they choose at cricket,
baseball, or in pugilistic contests, without
being regarded as degraded. Satan is de-
lighted when he sees human beings using
their physical and mental powers in that
which does not educate, which is not use-
ful, which does not help them to be a
blessing to those who need their help.
While the youth are becoming expert in
games that are of no real value to them-
selves or to others, Satan is playing the
game of life for their souls, taking from
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must be utilized. Most parents need every
source of help or support available in this
process.”—The Return to Religion.

Necessarily, to make a real success in
life, one must acquire a predominance of
skills, superiority in a few, and distinct
superiority in one; also a longing desire to
please and bless others first, and only
secondarily to satisfy himself. God so
loved the world that He gave His only son.
Men therefore ought also to be liberal to
the extent that they, too, freely use their
time and energy in serving the interests of
others. “Look not every man on his own
things, but every man also on the things
of others.” Phil. 2:4. In such a happy
course they will be benefiting themselves
even more than others. “Seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and His righteousness,”
commands the Lord, “and all these things
shall be added unto you.” The one who
fully comprehends the operation of this
Divine law, and unhesitatingly obeys it, is
the only one who makes a real success of
life. And the fact that those who make
their employer’s interest the chief business
of their lives are the only ones who receive
promotions and who achieve high and
responsible positions, shows that this Di-
vine law operates even among non-Chris-
tians.

The progressing student needs to test
the theories as he goes along and before he
learns new theories. That is, instead of
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applying himself solely to the pursuit of
knowledge, he needs to apply the knowl-
edge he has acquired to the pursuit of a
livelihood. Besides, the longer a person is
shielded from the realities of a working
life, the less capable he is to meet them
when the necessity confronts him. Such
an education can turn out only misfits—
social parasites. But true education “pre-
pares the student for the joy of service in
this world, and for the higher joy of wider
service in the world to come.”—Education,

p- 13.

Hence, parents who would help their
children make life successful and worth
living, should not neglect to thus train the
youth. Then they will plainly see that the
right kind of education is not only a fine
thing, but that it is everything in the de-
velopment of good character. None can
afford to leave their children without this
indispensable education. So if your chil-
dren are not receiving such a training in
school, then inevitably they should receive
it at home.

And in assuming this responsibility,
parents should ever bear in mind that
humans are natural-born spongers. A baby
does nothing to help itself. Everything
necessary to its existence is done by others.
And the only way completely to wean a
child from these introvert habits, is to be-
gin as early as possible teaching him to
help himself, until finally he becomes
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return are receiving a rich bestowal of

blessing.

Thus reason forces the conclusion that
if one is not obliged to receive charity help
in addition to his income (whatever its
source) to cover his living expenses, then
for him not to pay tithe is to cheat Him-
self of the abundant blessing which attends
a faithful regard for the royal privilege of
being one of God’s stewards.

ARE DOLLS IDOLS?
Question No. 159:

Are not dolls to be considered idols? And
should I let my children play with them?

Answer:

Although dolls are not to be classed
with idols, and though grown-ups may not
make idols of them, yet there is danger that
the growing ones may make too much of
them. Wisdom counsels that children be
taught to find pleasure in doing little
things about the house, that they may be-
come useful and helpful, rather than that
they be helped to acquire the habit of
spending their time playing in order to
be happy. Children reared to play do not
become industrious, nor truly happy
either. Most play, like a habit-forming
drug, causes an ever-increasing craving
for it when the effects are worn off. So as
long as the child is not pressing for dolls
or toys, far better not to put them in his
way.
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Answer:

Being the initial step in the Christian’s
public confession of his faith, baptism is
requisite to fellowship. So first apply for
baptism, and afterward for the certificate.

IS ONE A MEMBER WITHOUT THE
CERTIFICATE OF FELLOWSHIP?

Question No. 153:

May one be a member of the Association
without holding a “Certificate of Fellowship?”

Answer:

Yes, one may be a member without hold-
ing the Certificate of Fellowship. But to
be an accredited member, privileged to
enjoy to the fullest all the benefits which
the Association affords, he must hold the
certificate.

WHO MAY HOLD OFFICE?
Question No. 154:

Are Davidians who do not hold a “Certificate
of Fellowship” eligible to hold office?

Answer:

All officers serving the Davidian Sev-
enth-day Adventist Association, as well as
all Mt. Carmel residents, should hold the
Certificate of Fellowship.

WHOSE SCHEME IS MONEY-
GRABBING?

Question No. 155:

If only those who pay a second tithe are
eligible for a “Certificate of Fellowship,” then
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this respect more than in any other applies
the saying, “Blessed be ye poor: for yours

is the kingdom of God.” Luke 6:20.

Parents may rid their children of the
desire to come into possession of riches
which have been earned by others, only if
they very early in the child’s life start
uprooting its introvert habits and inculcat-
ing extrovert ones in their stead. In the
struggle for character, personality, and
usefulness, the children of poor parents
have the advantage over those of wealthy
parents.

The world’s most honorable and its
most indispensable men and women, who
have left the world something worthwhile,
came from poor families. By way of ex-
ample, we shall remind the reader of but
a few such characters:

Jack London’s childhood was seared
with poverty and hardships, yet obsessed
with a driving ambition to become a great
writer, he became the famous author of
fifty-one books, as well as countless stories.
His yearly income became twice as much
as that of the President of the United
States.

And Helen Jepson, once so poor she
could not afford to take music lessons, be-
came one of our greatest singers.

Andrew Carnegie started working for
two cents an hour, and he made four hun-
dred million dollars.
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The late John D. Rockefeller, who
amassed probably the greatest fortune in
all history, started out in life hoeing po-
tatoes under the boiling sun for four cents
an hour.

Thomas A. Edison, who has been called
the most useful citizen of the world, began
his career as a newsboy on the Grand
Trunk Railway. His first laboratory was
set up in a compartment of a baggage car.

Benjamin Franklin was a man dis-
tinguished in almost every field of en-
deavor. Inventor, scientist, author, states-
man, philosopher, printer, diplomat, hu-
morist—surely few other men ever ven-
tured on so many careers and worked them
out so successfully. Yet he was born into
the poor family of a tallow chandler, and
had no special advantages as a child.

Luther Burbank, called the “Plant Wiz-
ard,” was unable to go farther in school
than the town academy, and while young
began working in a factory.

The life and history of Dr. G. W. Carver
also exemplifies the fact that to build char-
acter, to acquire an education, and to make
a real success of life, it is necessary that
one start from scratch, help himself, and
pay his own way through school.

We quote from a biographical sketch of
this great scientist, as published in The
Reader’s Digest, December, 1942, just prior
to his death:
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Just how long one has been a member
of the Association depends entirely upon
how long one has known and lived these
principles.

To those who make request, the Associa-
tion will send an application blank for
Fellowship. If the applicant is unable to
comply in full with all the requirements of
the message, then to his application he
must attach a satisfactory statement of ex-
planation. Otherwise a Certificate of Fel-
lowship cannot be granted.

MUST I REACH PERFECTION FIRST?
Question No. 151:

In order to sign the application for the “Cer-
tificate of Fellowship,” must one have attained
perfection?

Answer:

The applicant must be striving to be an
overcomer—to be freed from sin, to keep
the Truth, and to continue in the race;
striving zoz to fall but resolving, in case
he should fall, to rise again and to press
on more determined than ever to reach the
goal. He must be able thus conscientiously
to sign the application for fellowship.

MUST BAPTISM PRECEDE
FELLOWSHIP?

Question No. 152:

Though | have never been baptized, yet I
fully believe the additional message of “The
Shepherd’s Rod,” and now | wish to know if |
am eligible to apply for the “Certificate of
Fellowship.”
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ye: for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”
—Matt. 3:2) similar to ours today, his diet
was of honey and of the fruit of the locust
tree. How much more important, then,
as our types teach, that we who have the
culminating message of the gospel, and
who are the vanguard of the hosts of the
eternal kingdom, defile not the temples of
our souls with that which our types were
forbidden to eat.

Furthermore, as the Elijah of Malachi
4:5 and Matthew 17:11 is to restore all
things before the great and dreadful day
of the Lord, then necessarily he will restore
vegetarianism, man’s original dietary.
Then, not only man but beast as well, will
be strict vegetarians, and all will once
again consort together in the renewed fel-
lowship of Edenic peace.

“The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with
the kid; and the calf and the young lion
and the fatling together; and a little child
shall lead them. And the cow and the bear
shall feed; their young ones shall lie down
together: and the lion shall eat straw like
the ox. And the sucking child shall play
on the hole of the asp, and the weaned
child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’
den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in
all My holy mountain: for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the

waters cover the sea.” Isa. 11:6-9.
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and add tofarmincome Carver advocated grow-
ing sweet potatoes and peanuts. Today the
sweet potato is a southern farm staple; and our
peanut farmers of the South will this year get
close to $70,000,000 for their crop. More than
any other person, Dr. Carver has helped to break
cotton’s throttle-hold on southern agriculture.

In his Macon County pioneering, he found
scarcely any vegetable gardens, few pigs,
chickens or cows. Pellegra—produced by an
unbalance diet—was widespread. He there-
fore preached kitchen gardens and worked out
recipes showing how to prepare and preserve
vegetables. Today, according to the county
agricultural agent, there is hardly a Negro
farm in Macon County without a vegetable
garden, pigs, chickens and at least one cow.
Pellagra has virtually disappeared.

Dr. Carver insists that the start-where-you-
are formula will work anywhere. Someyearsago
he spoke before a Negro organization in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. For illustrative materials he spent
an early morning on Sand Pipe Hill, near Tulsa.
He came back with 27 plants, all containing
medicinal properties.

“Then,” he said, “l went to Ferguson’s Drug-
store and bought seven patent medicines con-
taining certain elements found in those plants.
The medicines had been shipped in from New
York. They should have come from Sand Pipe
Hill. ‘Where there is no vision the people
perish. ”

* % %

He has been called—this man whose parents
were Negro slaves—‘“the first and greatest
chemurgist.” Million-dollar businesses have
been built all or in part from his discoveries—
largest among them being a $200,000,000 a
year peanut industry. His crop-pioneering puts
many millions every year into the pockets of
southern farmers.
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He has been showered with honors. Thomas
Edison invited him to join his staff at $50,000
a year. Henry Ford has given him a laboratory
for wartime food research. Last June “The
Progressive Farmer” gave him its annual award
for “outstanding service to southern agricul-
ture.” The Theodore Roosevelt Medal came to
him in 1939 as “a liberator to men of the white
race as well as the black.”

“What other man of our times,” asked the
New York Times ‘“has done so much for
agriculture in the South?”

The world that thus seeks out Dr. George
Washington Carver still finds him in the scien-
tific parish where he has worked for 46 years:
Macon County, Alabama, and the campus of
Tuskegee Institute, famed Negro school.

It is his own philosophy that keeps him there:
his belief that there are no greener pastures
than those nearby. Science-wise he has reduced
that belief to a formula: “Start where you are,
with what you have, make something of it, never
be satisfied.” Now, approaching 80, he is still
making that formula work.

He took me recently through the George
Washington Carver Museumat Tuskegee—built
from his savings to house the results of his
nearby explorations and discoveries. He still
wears the familiar battered cap and the frayed
gray sweater. His voice is frail and his shoul-
ders stooped. But there are no signs of frailty

in his mind and spirit.

In a small field behind the museum he
pointed out half a hundred strips of pine board
exposed to the sun. They were freshly painted:
bright blues, yellows, reds, greens.

“The reason farmers down here don’t paint
their homes,” he said, “isn’t because they are
lazy or don’t care. It is because they don’t have
cash money to buy paint. The paint that’s
weathering on these boards costs next to noth-
ing. The color comes from the clays right here
in Macon County. The base is used motor oil.”
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seed; to you it shall be for meat” Gen.
1:29. All this and naught else was to be
the “meat” of mankind.

Thus in the beginning, man’s diet did
not include flesh food. Not till after the
flood, when every green thing on the earth
had been destroyed, did he receive permis-
sion to eat flesh. Then God said: “Every
moving thing that liveth shall be meat for
you, even as the green herb have I given

you all things.” Gen. 9:3.

Later, though, while the children of
Israel were in the wilderness, God provided
them with manna. But when they mur-
mured against it, and attributed its phe-
nomenon only to circumstances, claiming
that it was impossible to obtain flesh foods
in the desert, He literally and angrily
heaped quail upon them. At what price,
though! Thousands died in order to teach
the lesson that the manna was not the mere
result of circumstances but rather a pur-
posive Providence. For “while the flesh
was yet between their teeth, ere it was
chewed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled
against the people, and the Lord smote the
people with a very great plague.” Num.
11:33.

Because the Exodus movement was to fit
up a people to take the promised land and
to set up the kingdom then, as we are now,
they were charged to abstain from all flesh
foods. And because John the Baptist bore
an important message in his day (“Repent
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WHAT ABOUT USING MILK
AND EGGS?

Question No. 146:

Since diseases among cattle and poultry are
becoming more and more numerous, virulent,
and widespread, should we not now discard milk
and eggs from our dietary?

Answer:

If there is an epidemic among cattle and
fowl in your region or locality, then you
should definitely exercise great caution
when using milk and eggs, and should
work toward replacing them, just as soon
as possible, with suitable substitutes.

At present we have no knowledge that
would compel or justify a country-wide
disuse of such poultry and dairy products,
and the more especially so if no suitable
substitute is available and if the Lord has
not opened the way to provide such. Never-
theless, we should all be diligently seeking
for something better, so that when condi-
tions do develop to make the continued
use of these products unsafe, we will not
be caught without a satisfactory substitute.

“Let the diet reform be progressive. Let
the people be taught how to prepare food
without the use of milk or butter. Tell
them that the time will soon come when
there will be no safety in using eggs, milk,
cream, or butter because disease in ani-
mals is increasing in proportion to the in-
crease of wickedness among men. The time
is near when, because of the iniquity of
the fallen race, the whole animal creation
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should day by day be instilled in the minds
of the young.

“Therefore shall ye lay up these My
words in your heart and in your soul,”
bids the Lord, “and bind them for a sign
upon your hand, that they may be as front-
lets between your eves. And ye shall teach
them your children, speaking of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up. And thou shalt
write them upon the door posts of thine
house, and upon thy gates: that your days
may be multiplied, and the days of your
children, in the land which the Lord sware
unto your fathers to give them, as the days
of heaven upon the earth.” Deut. 11:18-21.

WHAT IS RELIGION?
Question No. 109:

Does religion consist only of studying and
praying, fasting and weeping, preaching and
comforting, repenting and forgiving, begging
and giving? How can one become religious, and
what difference will it make in one’s life?

Answer:

Just as the Great Exemplar of Bible
religion was the Word (Son) of God in
human form (1 John 1:1), so Bible re-
ligion itself is the commandments (right-
eousness) of God in human form (2 Cor.
3:3; Ex. 31:18). But the medium through
which the soul comes into vital contact
with Bible religion, is the Holy Spirit.
And this living connection with the Word
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of God is the indispensable condition to
the practice of Bible religion—the only
means of the race’s redemption,—its re-
turning from its jungle wanderings to its
Eden home. So he who would have true
religion, must pray for the Spirit of Truth.
In no other way can he become truly re-
ligious—become the “fleshy tables,” the
commandments of God in human form.
His living (practicing) them is what keeps
him not only from worshiping either false
gods or any likeness of God Himself but
also from squandering time. Fidelity to
the commandments causes him to do 4//
his work in the six laboring days each
week, leaving none of it to drag on and on
from week to week. And through the com-
mandments, he is both reminded that the
seventh day is a Holy Memorial of crea-
tion (Ex. 20:3-17) and impressed that he
should love his neighbour as himself
(Mark 12:31). Thus we see that true religion
does indeed consist of something more than
merely praying, fasting, giving, and
preaching; and that it most certainly does
not include “begging.”

The members of the Kingdom-church,
are, according to Isaiah, to be skilled in
their respective trades and professions. As
builders, engineers, carpenters, masons,
mechanics, or whatever, they are to “build
the old wastes, . . . raise up the former deso-
lations, and . . . repair the waste cities, the
desolations of many generations.” Isa. 61:
4. They are also to be animal husbandmen,
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“What shall one then answer the mes-
sengers of the nation? That the Lord hath
founded Zion, and the poor of His people
shall trust in it.” Isa. 14:32.

IS VOTING BECOMING TO A
CHRISTIAN?

Question No. 145:
Is it right to vote?
Answer:

As the franchise is one of the inalienable
rights of a free people, there cannot be
any wrong in exercising it if thereby
either the law or offices of the land can
be better served. To cast a vote, though,
which will further such an end, requires
conscientious study; failing that, one’s
vote can only be unintelligent guesswork,
and thus adverse rather than conducive to
good government.

Those, therefore, who are in no position
to devote the time and study necessary to
inform themselves on political issues suffi-
ciently to qualify them to vote intelligently
on them, cannot conscientiously cast such
a vote.

Being ministers of the gospel, with our
time completely preoccupied with the
spiritual interests of the people, we our-
selves are not able to give attention to their
political interests also, just as the people’s
political representatives are not able to
give proper attention to their spiritual
needs also. And therefore rarely, if ever,
do we see our way clear to vote.
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quently broken by the king of Assyria.
(See Isaiah 7:1-8; 8:4).

But when persecuted for the gospel’s
sake, the Christians were instructed never
to retaliate: “I say unto you,” says the
Lord, “That ye resist not evil: but whoso-
ever shall smite thee on thy right cheek,
turn to him the other also. And if any
man will sue thee at the law, and take
away thy coat, let him have thy cloke
also. And whosoever shall compel thee
to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to
him that asketh thee, and from him that
would borrow of thee turn not thou away.

“Ye have heard that it hath been said,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate
thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you; that ye may be the chil-
dren of your Father which is in heaven:
for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust.” Matt. 5:39-45.

The light that is shining from both the
Old and New Testaments, shows that a
Christian, as a loyal citizen, will in time
of war serve to protect his country; but if
the war involve Christians on both sides,
as the wars do today, he, as a citizen of
Christ’s Kingdom, cannot conscientiously
engage in shooting his fellow citizens of
that Kingdom. For “if a kingdom be di-
vided against itself, that kingdom cannot
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overlapping of motions, which bring no
results, but only deplete his stock of re-
serve energy. The work of such an alto-
gether-Christian will never be found done
in a bunglesome or hit-and-miss fashion.

Furthermore, he is never found living in
excess of his means, but so carefully
budgeting his income as to enable him to
live within his means and also regularly
to lay aside a little in reserve for a rainy
day. He shuns contracting debts; he
knows that the habit of ever borrowing
and never being able to pay back, is a
species of robbery—lying.

Such a one, whether poor or rich, never
fears the future. He wunpresumptuously
trusts in the Lord for his daily needs; he
never has a worried thought “for the mor-
row.” Matt. 6:27-34.

All in all, we see that Bible religion,
Christianity, is nothing more or less than
turning from obeying the Devil, to obey-
ing the Lord, turning from a life of doing
wrong to a life of doing right,—from con-
suming to producing; from borrowing to
loaning; from begging to giving; from
cheating to restoring and to dealing hon-
estly; from exacting to forgiving; and
from being served to serving.

“True religion is ever distinctly seen in
our words and deportment, and in every
act of life. With the followers of Christ,
religion should never be divorced from

business. They should go hand in hand,
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and God’s commandments should be
strictly  regarded in all the details of
worldly matters. The knowledge that we
are children of God should give a high
tone of character even to the every-day
duties of life, making us not slothful in
business, but fervent in spirit. Such a re-
ligion as this bears the scrutiny of a criti-
cal world with a grand consciousness of
integrity.”— Testimonies, Vol. 4, pp. 190,
191.

“Christianity has a much broader mean-
ing than many have hitherto given it. It
is not a creed. It is the word of Him who
liveth and abideth forever. It is a living,
animating principle, that takes possession
of mind, heart, motives, and the entire
man. Christianity—O that we might ex-
perience its operations! It is a vital,
personal experience, that elevates and en-
nobles the whole man.”—Testimonies to
Ministers, pp. 421, 422.

All this is what the religion of Christ is,
and he who practices it, has true charity
(1 Cor. 13)—is truly “born again.”

To say it again, every true Christian first
organizes himself, then his family, and
then his business. And what is more, he
learns through it all that some can be
organized, while others cannot; that some
labor to achievement, while others labor to
naught; that some produce, while others
only consume; that some are always giv-
ing like the maple tree, while others are
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both to himself and to his nation. This
tragic truth, so endlessly enacted over the
long roll of the centuries, not only amidst
the chosen nation of Israel, but also amidst
all the nations of earth is “for our ad-
monition upon whom the ends of the world
»
are come.

Thus as one’s disobedience to God’s
commands must work harm upon his na-
tion as well as upon himself, a Christian
bears the double responsibility of doing
all in his power to safeguard the welfare
and to promote the success of both the
spiritual and the temporal kingdoms. And
to insure his fully acquitting himself of
this weighty two-fold responsibility, he
will implicitly obey the Lord’s command:
“Render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” Mark 12:17. “And 1, says the
Lord in promise to the obedient, “will
bless them that bless thee, and curse him
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.” Gen.
12:3.

Ancient Israel as a nation and a gov-
ernment were obliged to protect their own
property, people, and families—even by
the sword. But they were not to war
against their own brethren. When the ten-
tribe kingdom, Israel, confederated with
Syria to war against the two-tribe king-
dom, Judah, God’s curse rested upon both
Syria and Israel, and each was conse-
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securing the king’s signature on the decree,
they sought to effect a situation that must
necessari%y involve Daniel in an act of re-
bellion against his king. They knew that
though he purposed to render unfailing
allegiance to the king, he would not do
so at the price of showing disloyalty to
his God. Daniel therefore continued to
petition his God as he was wont to do,
with the result that he was cast into the
den of lions. But the One to Whom he
prayed saved his life from the hungry

beasts.

Then there is the notable case of Joseph
who, for his unswerving loyalty to the
government of Egypt, was exalted to a
position sharing the throne with Pharaoh.

From these and other Bible incidents,
we recognize that anyone’s loyalty to his
government is his real pledge of allegiance
to it—a salute to its flag.

All together, therefore, we see that while
on the one hand one’s disloyalty to God
is a sin against Him, on the other hand
one’s disloyalty to his government is a sin
against it, and indirectly against God also:
for disloyalty to one’s government is dis-
obedience to the Lord’s express command:
“Put them in mind to be subject to princi-
palities and powers, to obey magistrates,
to be ready to every good work” Tit.
3:1. “Submit yourselves to every ordi-
nance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether
it be to the king, as supreme; or unto
governors, as unto them that are sent by
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merely an interpreter of the writings of the
prophets. Thus God spoke at sundry times
in divers manners to His prophets (Heb.
1:1).

It should be noticed, though, that only
a small portion of Sister White’s writings
was received through trance-vision. And
the things shown in such visions are, as a
rule, prophetic—looking forward to some
future event—and, more or less, an addi-
tion to the prophecies, not interpretative
of them.

Evidently God’s people at this particular
time are not in need of visions, but rather
of interpreters of the visions of the proph-
ets of old which are not as yet understood.
And that is what He has seen fit to give
us so that we may understand the Bible.
This is the greatest miracle connected with
The Shepherd’s Rod, (See illustration in
Tract No. 6, Why Perish, 1944 edition,
p. 18.)

But let your faith be not in miracles or
in man’s experiences, but in the revelations

of His prophetic Word.

And now the only safe and sane pro-
cedure is to read closely every page of the
solemn message contained in The Shep-
herd’s Rod publications. Let not a line
escape your attention. Study every word
carefully and prayerfully. Be earnest and
diligent in your perusal of Truth, and
“prove all things; hold fast that which is
good.” 1 Thess. 5:21.
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WHY NEED OF A JUDGMENT?

Question No. 112:

I cannot see the need of a judgment. Why
should we be judged after we are saved?

Answer:

That the Bible teaches of a coming judg-
ment no one can deny. We therefore need
only to give the reason for it. The true
people of God, we are told, are com-
mingled with the untrue, the “wheat” with
the “tares.” The judgment, therefore, is
to determine who are the “wheat” and
who are the “tares,” and to designate the
future of each.

According to Jesus’ parable, this work
takes place in the time of harvest, the end
of the world (Matt. 13:30, 40). And as
the congregation of the dead as well as
the congregation of the living are com-
mingled with the good and the bad, the
judgment takes place among both, first
among the dead, then among the living.
In the judgment the decision is made as
to who are worthy of eternal life, and who
of eternal death (John 5:28, 29); who are
to come up in the first resurrection (Rev.
20:6), and who in the second; also who
are to be translated when Jesus comes (1
Thess. 4:16, 17), and who are to perish at
the brightness of His coming (2 Thess.
2:8). This is the first aspect of the judg-
ment, and being only a book work (Dan.
7:10), a work that does not disturb either
the dead in the graves or the living in the
church, it takes place in heaven.
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Nevertheless, the institution in carrying
on its regular work for the good of others,
not to its own profit, is purchasing hun-
dreds of dollars worth of postage stamps
each month. Thus, though it is not in a
position to help directly (through pur-
chasing United States Defense Savings
Bonds) in the defense program, it is do-
ing its part indirectly (through purchas-
ing United States postage stamps), its
money simply going into another compart-
ment of the same national till, from which
it does not, of course, receive either inter-
est or principal.

SALUTE OR NOT?
Question No. 142:

Is it wrong to salute the flag?
Answer:

“Render . . . unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar’s;” “. . . to all their dues:
tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to
whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour
to whom honour. Owe no man anything.”

Matt. 22:21; Rom. 13:7, 8.

When “the presidents and princes sought
to find occasion against Daniel concerning
the kingdom; . . . they could find none
occasion nor fault” Dan. 6:4. Finding
him thus faultless, his enemies “consulted
together to establish a royal statute, and
to make a firm decree, that whosoever
shall ask a petition of any God or man for
thirty days, save of” the king, should “be
cast into the den of lions.” Verse 7. By
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Answer:

Under federal pension and social welfare
provisions, the governments old age and
relief funds are just as legitimately avail-
able to its citizens who are church members
as to its citizens who are not church mem-
bers. Thus the Christian as a citizen has
no less moral right to accept relief from
his government than as a church member

he has right to accept relief from his
church.

SHOULD A CHRISTIAN JOIN
LABOR UNIONS?

Question No. 139:

What should be our position as to Labor
Unions?

Answer:

Though in their formative years Un-
ions neither had the power nor exercised
the pressure which they do now, yet even
then men were arduously at work to make
them what they now are. So to safeguard
the true believer from becoming compro-
mised by their dictates and thus involved
in their strikes and picketings (not to re-
strain him from paying to them a part of
his wages if they compel him to), the
Testimonies forbid his taking part in fur-
thering their unchristian purpose. (See

Testimonies, Vol. 7, p. 84).

In persecuting Jesus and His followers,
the Roman and the Jewish governments
were doing a thing even more unrighteous
than the Unions are doing today in coerc-
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SHALL WE SEEK ECONOMY AS WE
SHUN PRIDE?
Question No. 114:

Should women wear silk or cotton hose?
Answer:

The position and circumstances of some
women make very impracticable the wear-
ing of silk hose, and of others, the wearing
of cotton hose. But the wearing of sheer
silk hose, being neither modest nor practi-
cable in any way, is of course clearly out
of the question for all Christians. If,
though, service-weight silk hose prove more
serviceable and economical as well as
more comfortable than cotton hose, then the
service-weight are the best choice. But if
lisle, or cotton, are the more serviceable
and economical as well as the more com-
fortable, then obviously they are to be
preferred. There is no hard and fast rule
for all. This is a matter for the exercise
of individual judgment and conscience.

“Economy in the outlay of means is an
excellent branch of Christian wisdom. . . .
Money is an excellent gift of God. In the
hands of his children it is food for the
hungry, drink for the thirsty, and raiment
for the naked; it is a defense for the op-
pressed, and a means of health to the sick.
Means should not be needlessly or lavish-
ly expended for the gratification of pride
or ambition.”— Testimonies, Vol. 4 p. 571.

“In the establishment and carrying for-
ward of the work, the strictest economy is
ever to be shown.”—Counsels on Health,
p. 319.
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A MODEL OUT OF THE WORLD, OR
IN THE WORLD ALSO?

Question No. 115:

Some think that the dresses adopted by those
who reside at Mt. Carmel, are too long for us
who live in the cities. Are they?

Answer:

If a short dress does not constitute “mod-
est apparel” for a Christian woman in an
isolated place such as Mt. Carmel, then it
would be even more disgraceful in the
city.

Any woman anywhere will look far bet-
ter in a neat dress of modest length and
good taste, than she will in a short, im-
modest dress. She will thus commend her-
self to the intelligent, and above every
other consideration, she will be a power
for good rather than for evil.

To begin with, the fashion creators
started foolish women wearing short
dresses, and the worldly majority willy-
nilly patterned after them. And if the styl-
ists should now put the same models in
longer, neat, and modest dresses, the multi-
tude of Christian women would unhesitat-
ingly fall in step.

A dress halfway between the bend of the
knee and the ankle is a modest length, cer-
tainly not too long for any Christian wom-
an anywhere.

God expects His people to be the head,

to set the right standard. Therefore, to
give an unchristian witness in dress away
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GENERAL ASSOCIATION
o
DAVIDIAN SEVENTH-IDAY ADVENTISTS

FRINCIPAL OFFICE. MT. CARMCL CENTER, WACO, TEXAS, U. S, A, *

This Certifies that

of

has donated 0. and deposited in the treasury of, the

GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF DAVIDIAN SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS,
the sum of. Dollars ($
10 be used in Christian work by said Association.

“4nd should. § ever suffer want of
peans to meet the absolute necessities of life. then the GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF
DAVIDIAN SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS and its successors will, as a moral obliga-
tion. upon. presentation of his written request and this cectificate, permit

_ —_to draw on this bequeathal in whole or in part, but only at the con-
venience of said Association’s current funds.

The acceptance of this agreement makes all its recitals and stipulations binding
upon the depositor, his heirs. executors, administrators, and assigns, and upon
the aforestated Association.

In Witness IWhereof, The GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF DAVIDIAN
SKVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS has caused these presents to be signed by its President
ana Treasurer. at Mt. Carmel Center, Waco. Texas. this— day

— . A.D.OneThousand Nine Hundredand .

GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF DAVIDIAN
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

WHAT ABOUT GOVERNMENT
BENEFITS?

Question No. 138:

Is it wrong for a Christian to accept support
from government relief agencies?
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against the inevitable day of economic
eruption. In time of price inflation they
will sternly deny the mania for making
more luxurious their present standard of
living. And in this time of stepped-up
money circulation they will lay by, save
rather than spend. They will not fall
into that careless attitude befitting only
the lowest forms of animal life,—of
“feast today and famine tomorrow”; nor
will they join with them who say, “let us
eat, drink and be merry [spend our money

as fast as we make it] for tomorrow we
die.”

Anyone now boarding the pleasure-boat
on its gay excursion down the stream of
least resistance, is sure to be sucked into
an inextricable maelstrom of financial
mismanagement. Too late, he will find
himself a victim of his arrant improvi-
dence—rank presumption. The mental
likeness of such a one may be compared
only to that of a senseless leech—that
stupid little water creature which listlessly
starves itself when there is nothing con-
venient for it to fasten to, and then kills
itself from over-eating when something
finally comes its way. This form of prodi-
gality is of the worst kind because for such
there is no “father’s house” to return to.

If the experiential criterion that history
repeats itself is to be acknowledged, then
out of this war must come a transition
period with its inevitable depression. A
dollar now is easily earned; and a dollar
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modest slacks are much better than the
short, immodest dresses. But even slacks
publicly worn do not afford to a woman
that modest appearance of Christian ap-
parel. Except it be on a certain occasion
or at a certain work when or where the
dress is a hindrance, the slacks must not
replace the neat and modest dress that be-
comes a Christian woman.

If, though, the wearing of slacks is re-
quired of one who works in a plant, then
we see nothing wrong in wearing them
during working hours.

IS DISPLAY A SIN?
Question No. 118:

I think it a sin for my daughter to wear a
wristwatch. Is it?
Answer:

There is no objection to carrying a
watch of any kind. But when one makes a
display of it, whether it be on the wrist or
elsewhere, it then lends itself to ornamen-
tation, and only cheapens the character of
the wearer, makes him proud, and others
envious and jealous. When, moreover, a
piece of jewelry, worn for display, is of
cheap make and quality, it not only cheap-
ens the character and the taste of the
wearer but also brands him as a pretentious
imitator. A Christian will abandon all
vain appearances, and be altogether blame-
less. If he needs to carry a timepiece, he
will do so inconspicuously, as a necessary
accessory, and not wear it prominently so
as to appear for style or display.
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SHALL THE WOMAN LEAVE HER
HAT ON WHEN THE MAN TAKES
HIS OFF?

Question No. 119:

What does Paul mean in | Corinthians 11
concerning the woman covering her head? Does
not verse 15 show that the hair is her covering?

Answer:

“But I would,” says the Holy Spirit,
“have you know, that the head of every
man is Christ; and the head of the woman
is the man; and the head of Christ is God.”
1 Cor. 11:3.

Note the order in which divinity and
humanity are linked: God, Christ, the man,
the woman. Thus it is that “every man
praying or prophesying, having his head
covered, dishonoureth his head [God].
But every woman that prayeth or prophe-
sieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth
her head [the man]: for that is even all
one as if she where shaven. For if the
woman be not covered, let her also be
shorn [that is, if 2 woman will not wear a
hat, then let her cut off her hair]: but if
it be a shame for a woman to be shorn
or shaven, let her be covered [let her wear
a hat]. For a man indeed ought not to
cover his head, forasmuch as he is the
image and glory of God: but the woman
is the glory of the man.” Verses 4-8.

This scripture plainly teaches that a man
ought to take his hat off when praying or
_38_
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When the church is purified, her teach-
ers will be recipients of a greater Pente-
costal power than were even the 120 dis-
ciples. This is clearly seen from Joel’s
prophecy of the latter rain, which comes
as a teacher of righteousness (Joel 2:23,
margin), and which invests its recipients
with the power (verse 28) finally to pro-
claim that righteousness throughout the
world. (See also Early Writings, pp. 277,
278).

WHAT WILL THE PRUDENT MAN DO?
Question No. 136:

What is one to do nhow when money was
never so easily earned, but when prices are
sky-high? Is he thus to spend everything he
makes, or is he to deprive himself of such ex-
travagance and save all he can? And where shall
he deposit his earnings?

Answer:

From past experience, the wise have
learned the inexorableness of life’s law of
inflation and depression. They know that
the abnormal amount of money in circula-
tion swells the demand for goods beyond
what the market can supply, and thus
sends prices sky-rocketing. They recog-
nize in this a warning signal of impending
financial disaster.

The prudent also know that the wild
orgy of spending everything they make
must sooner or later end in an upheaval of
privations, sorrows and regrets—the shat-
tering of many homes. So the wise take
steps beforehand to insure themselves

~59_



I9YIoUE SI JI9Y) ‘YINJI} SUO SUIWLIdpUN 0}
Apes1 5U0SWOS ST 2191 JT 1B} IOqUISWSY

TT:¢ A9y umord Ayn
o3[e1 uew ou, 19T °pIoT Y1 woij aFes
-SoW © JO NOA 183D 10U SI0P dUOIUIOS 1B}
aims oyew 01 [ o( ‘siesoddo s11 Yum
Apmis ApySir nod ued ‘YIniy 1USAIJ 10U
ST 31 1BU) PIDUIAUOD [[1Is oIt pue AYSr 11
aa01d s1o8uassowr oY1 19] 01 [[E dUOp sny}
oAy nod [nuUN 10N ‘SPUILY SIT YIm Apnis
03 ‘sorwoud $1I YIIM Apnis 01 UBY) IdYIBI
sueaw [[e Aq uoyl ‘oessow 9yl UO P11
A[PIn[osqe 10u a18 NOL JI 210J213Y) IEY) pUE
‘nof ueyy ronySrur sT umoIrd Inof dxe1 01
sy[aas oym Awauy Y1 ey 19310§ 10U 0

*91BQOP I9A9U 194 ‘DAISUIJJO OY) UO J[os
-mo4 doay 1arper inq ‘uonisod aAIsudJop
® 01Ul paydeq 3q 01 jpsinof irwiad jou
o ‘resp pmoo judwow 3yl e ‘sdeyrod
‘9uo ou YPIYM 1utod joOW UTEIID JUIOS
01 NOA YOIIMS WIY 19] 10U Op SYINIT I[OYM
9Y) 01 IomSUE 01 WIY P[OY 1ISBI] 1B ISNW
nod uoyy ‘orejrem [emurrds 1ea1d srya ur
Awauy oy Sunesw Jo YSII oY) ownsse nok
uosear Surpdwoo Lue 10j ‘YSnoyy 1

‘wiy s 3uneqap usyl pue ‘suon
-sonb ny1909p Y sn A[d o1 wry Surdusy
-[ey> £q 10u 1nq ‘sn ur st 1eyd 2doy 2 jo
UOSEII © SN SYSe 1BY) UBW AIOAD 01 JOMSUE
ue 2A13 01 uldpmis £q YIrej Mo 9AIdS
-o1d pue ‘ored jsownn oyl YIM JINSLIN
A[uoaeay 1mo prend isnw sn jo [y

*9J1] [BUIAI2 JO WAYI qOI 03
[1A5Q 21 Suniaur 1nq aq [[IM 1 [[oM se

Davidian Seventh-day Adventist Associa-
tion), teach only in the light of the Rod
those passages which in one way or an-
other need to be interpreted. Thus only
will all Present-truth believers ever become
of the same mind, seeing eye to eye and
speaking the same things (1 Cor. 1:10;
1 Pet. 3:8; Isa. 52:8).

And such as do choose to engage in
private interpretation are respectfully
asked to desist from teaching in the name
of the Rod and at its expense. Let them,
like honest men, teach in their own names
and at their own expense.

HOW TO PROVE THAT THE
SLAUGHTER IS LITERAL?

Question No. 134:

How can I prove to a Seventh-day Adventist
that the slaughter of Ezekiel 9 is literal?

Answer:

First call his attention to the fact that
the Lord Himseif was at the threshold of
the earthly house while the slaughter took
place therein. Carefully study Tract No. 1,
The Dardanelles of the Bible, treating
of the event as seen by the prophet, and get
this point along with kindred ones well
fixed in the mind.

Second, acquaint him with Testimonies,
Vol. 5, p. 211, which says: “Here we see
that the church—the Lord’s sanctuary—
was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath
of God.”
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given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of
the hands of the presbytery”?

Answer:

In the scripture in question, the apostle
Paul is urging the Christian to be faithful
and full of zeal in the duties which God
has placed upon him, and not to neglect
his privileges and opportunities, nor to
come short of his endowments and capa-
bilities to multiply his “talents.”

The first duty of each Davidian is to be
faithful in obeying the principles of the
doctrine, in doing whatsoever work he is
given to do, and by precept and example
leading others to do likewise.

Some are thus doing by building Mt.
Carmel Center, some by giving studies,
others by writing letters and sending tracts
and books to their relatives, friends, and
acquaintances, and still many others by
sending in names and addresses of Sev-
enth-day Adventists to whom Present-truth
literature may be sent.

Each must be faithful in his duties, as
was Daniel, so that he bring no reproach
against his religious profession, but rather,
by his consistent behavior and faithful
service in the name of Christ, lead others
to the message of the hour. Today as never
before, the Christian is to be “not slothful
in business,” but “fervent in spirit; serv-

ing the Lord.” Rom. 12:11.
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WHAT ABOUT RECEIVING GIFTS?

Question No. 122:

According to Tract No. 13, “Christ’s Greet-
ings,” 1941 Edition, pp. 5, 6, Christians should
not give “time” gifts. But is it wrong to re-
ceive them? Or should one return them and
thus risk offending the giver?

Answer:

The tract does not intend to convey the
idea that it is wrong to accept “time” gifts
from those who are uninformed concern-
ing the evil results of the custom, but that
it is not right for those who do know bet-
ter, to give them on traditional occasions.
Were one to refuse such a gift, he would
doubtless offend the giver.

HOW CAN ONE STAND IF HE PLANS
TO FALL?

Question No. 123:
Will you please explain Hebrews 6:4-6?
Answer:

Of those who do not live up to even the
first principles of the doctrine of Christ
and who do not “go on unto perfection,”
but who lay “again the foundation of re-
pentance from dead works, . . . who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of
the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good
word of God, and the powers of the world
to come, if they shall fall away,” warns
Paul, “it is impossible . . . to renew them
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify

_42-

-9p 1oA9U ‘uew £I1943 01 A[SUIOUIAUOD puE
Apuagipeorur romsue 14311 oY1 2A13 01 Apeas
2q 1243 Inq ‘@10j2121) @JUS[[BYD IIAIN]

‘peaY sauo jjo
nd> 01 wry Suirep pue puey SIY Ul pIoms
souo 3unind oxiy s1 Awouyg oay1 23usyreyd
01 ‘oyowr 10§ SUTYDOIEIS ST OYM puE YINI]
51 UI PI[IAS SI OYM dUO JOJ ‘DUIM]

"10% °d ‘9 "[oA ‘saruout
-1359] — 'dse13 1o woiy Junim oq [m
£oyp q0ou op am jy ‘suredunr pony yorym
y18uans oY) Ul pue YINM sPor) Se wWoyl
PIOY IsnW 9Mm AJWIIj SUONDIAUOD INO p[oYy
pPINOYs Yoe> om I[Iym AII[enplAipur ue
2A®Y UOEBI M J[IYA\ ‘PIom U1 jo Jurpeas
pue 1oerd oreduls ‘O[quny Aq padiojus
-1 2q 01 A[Iep Pasau SUONDIAUOD INQ,
a8po
-[Mouy 01 SUIpIOdOE 10U ST JBY) [BIZ B IIM
peaye Suruuni jou ‘peor Iy jo S[pprw
oy ur dooy Amyyare; nod Jr o yum
paroword aq [m nof ey pue ‘(y¢y d
‘¢ [OA ‘sazmowizzsay) A1 PUIXD 01 IAIdS
[ ynn jo ssaxdoxd oy1 prerar o1 apewr
$1I0JJo 91 JeY) PUIW Ul Iedq IIAY

‘ginn
yreqqeg oy surede oaey srodoay Aegung
se syInn spoy 9y sureSe juowndre ue
10J WIOOI YONUI SB JABY 01 %7329 10U S0P
ueleg 1BY) ‘Y3noyl s I UTeIId)) IJUEBYD
o) wry 9A13 Inq nok Jr JPsI] dqig Y
UJAD 9OUDISIXd Ul NI AI19A3 d)rwreudp o1
Apear st Awouy 9y 108J U] "UO PUE WO OS
PUE ‘YInI I2YIouE duruLIdpun o) Apear suo

bate, but always teach the Truth; never
go to an enemy or to a non-believer of a
message to prove it right or to prove it
wrong; rather, do all your proving with
its friends, with its authors — those who
know all about it.

WHAT IS MEANT BY “THAT WHICH IS
PUBLISHED”?

Question No. 133:

“The Symbolic Code” says: “Teach only
that which is published.” Will you please ex-
plain whether this restriction is intended to in-
clude Bible, Spirit of Prophecy, and “The Shep-
herd’s Rod” literature, all together, or just the
writings of the “Rod”?

Answer:

The Bible and the books of the Spirit of
Prophecy being the sole source of The
Shepherd’s Rod message, therefore when
the Rod is taught, the Bible and the Spirit
of Prophecy are taught. And since none
but the Spirit of Truth who transmitted
the mysteries of Inspiration, can interpret
them, then those who attempt to teach
them without this Inspired interpretational
authority, inevitably fall into the forbid-
den practice of private interpretation (2
Pet. 1:20)—the great evil which has
brought Christendom into its present
almost-boundless state of schism and con-
sequent confusion, strife, and impotency.

As we dare not follow in such a path,
we must therefore, as teachers of The Shep-
herd’s Rod (the official publications of the
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over every other truth for the Spirit of
Prophecy says, “It is ‘present truth’ that the
flock needs now.”—FEarly Writings, p. 63.
“ “These things [the sealing of the saints]
should engross the whole mind, the whole
attention.” ”—Id., p. 118. “Advance new
principles, and crowd in the clear-cut
truth.”—Testimonies to Ministers, p. 118.

IS IT SAFE TO CHALLENGE?
Question No. 132:

If we are to “prove all things; hold fast that
which is good,” and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asks us a reason of
the hope that is in us, then ought we not chal-
lenge those who are enemies of “The Shep-
herd’s Rod” to prove it in error?

Answer:

Even those who have settled it once and
for all that The Shepherd’s Rod contains a
heaven-sent message, not to mention those
who are incapable of defending it in all
its aspects, are in no wise justified in ex-
posing their precious jewel of Truth to
the Enemy, whose only aim is to take it
away from them. Especially so when he
is not coming with a promise to give them
something that will replace that which
they already have. They cannot afford to
invite his challenge to prove whether or
not he can cheat them of their treasure.
When it is gone, the “proof” will be sad
consolation! Placing themselves thus on
Satan’s vantage ground will make them
guilty not only of the folly of presumptu-
ousness but waste of time and of energy
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He is not already infinitely better ac-
quainted than we are or ever will be. Since
He knows all about the matter, the reason
we pray is not to convince Him that some-
one needs His help, but to ask His bles-
sings upon what we may be able to do for
the needy one. The Levite and the priest
did not do anything for the wounded, and
were condemned for their pitilessness,
whereas the Samaritan did, and was com-
mended for his humanitarianism.

Whether, therefore, we pray for others
or for ourselves, we are praying for the
Lord’s blessings upon our own feeble ef-
forts. If the Lord thereby sees fit to give
us the wisdom and skill to bring about the
answer to our own prayers, is not His
healing the sick through our efforts even
more glorious than His healing them with-
out our having to move a finger?

WHEN TO WRITE AND WHEN NOT?
Question No. 126:

Is it permissible on the Sabbath to write mis-
sionary letters and to subscribe for gospel
literature?

Answer:

While it is well to do good on the Sab-
bath, yet there are some kinds of endeavor,
such as writing missionary letters and sell-
ing or taking orders for gospel literature,
which, even when done in the interest of
the Lord’s work, are not permissible. (See
Testimonies, Vol. 1, pp. 471, 472; Vol. 8,
p- 250.) It is turning the Sabbath into a
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day of work and commerce, not hallowing
it as a day of rest and devotion. And if
carried on in the house of God, such traffic
is a desecration of it.

Though writing missionary letters seems
preferable to selling gospel literature on
the Sabbath day, yet it, too, changes the
pristine purpose of the Sabbath from that
of a day of rest to a day of work. On the
Sabbath day, God rested from “all His
work.” Gen. 2:2. Hence, on that day
Christians must also rest from a/l their
work.

To help guide in this matter, it should
be remembered as a general rule that any-
thing which can be done on another day is
sin to do on God’s holy day.

The tabernacle building and the sacri-
fices were of fully as great importance in
the worship of God (in the carrying on of
the gospel in type in the Old Testament
time) as is the sale of gospel literature and
the writing of missionary letters at this
time. Yet while Israel of old were erect-
ing the Tabernacle for God’s own service,
He disallowed them to do any work therein

on the Sabbath.

“Directions had just been given,” says
the Spirit of Prophecy, “for the immediate
erection of the tabernacle for the service
of God; and now the people might con-
clude, because the object had in view was
the glory of God, and also because of their
great need of a place of worship, that they
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we truly understand the situation, and be-
lieve in faithfully executing our trust, we
should be working for the sinners in Zion
with such an all-consuming burden that
we would at present have neither time nor
energy left to work for the sinners in the
world, save for such as those represented
by the “Syrophenician” woman (Mark
7:26). Then we shall be doing our full
part in the calling of the 144,000 to their
task, and thus hastening the time of the
ingathering of the great multitude from the
world—the day of the Loud Cry.

WHAT TRACTS ARE FOR OUTSIDERS?

Question No. 130:

Which of “The Shepherd’s Rod” series of
tracts are suitable to give those who are
not members of the Seventh-day Adventist de-
nomination?

Answer:

The Shepherd’s Rod literature is de-
signed for Seventh-day Adventists, but
should occasion demand giving some to
non-Adventists, Tracts No. 12, 13, and 14
are best adapted.

WHAT TO STUDY?

Question No. 131:

Should the subjects contained in “The Shep-
herd’s Rod” publications or those contained In
other works, be studied in our Sabbath meet-
ings?

Answer:

If The Shepherd’s Rod contains the mes-
sage of the hour, then it takes precedence
~51—



