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judged” (Rev. 11:18), is during the mil-
lennium, and is the final judgment of the
wicked.

VERSE 19, first part. “And the temple

of God was opened in heaven, and there was
seen in His temple the ark of His testament.”

The earthly temple’s being patterned
after the heavenly, shows that the heavenly
temple is divided into two apartments—the
holy and the Most holy. On the day of the
atonement (judgment) in the earthly
temple, the door to the Most holy was
opened and the door to the holy was closed.
This service typified the commencement of
the antitypical atonement (judgment),
when the door to the Most holy in the
heavenly temple was opened and the en-
trance to the holy was closed. In other
words, when the inner door was opened,
the outer door was closed, thus making
the two apartments as one. (See Leviticus
16:2, 17; Revelation 4:1; 15:5; Early
Writings, p. 42.) So the temple’s being
closed while the judgment is in session,
makes it impossible for one on the outside
to see “the ark of His testament,” until
after the judgment is completed, when the
door which was closed will again, accord-
ing to Revelation 15:1, 5-8, be opened.

Consequently, the fulfilment of the
prophetic statement, “the temple of God
was opened in heaven, and there was seen
in His temple the ark of His testament”
(Rev. 11:19), will, just as it was in the be-
ginning of the Judgment, be realized after
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make the entry that every attempt made to
unlock its mystery has but resulted the
more in barricading it with mysticism and
confusion. It is necessary, therefore, in
clearing the mysticism, first of all to find

The Reason for the Confusion.

The very fact that nineteen centuries of
prying at the subject to open it up has
only made it the more impenetrable, is
the strongest possible evidence that God
controls the Scriptures and reveals Them
only at the divinely appointed time. The
truth of this statement is conclusively sub-
stantiated by the angel’s words: “I will
shew thee that which is noted in the scrip-
ture of truth: and there is none that hold-
eth with me in these things, but Michael
your Prince.” Dan. 10:21.

And “when He, the Spirit of Truth, is
come,” says Christ, in broader statement
of this same truth, “He will guide you into

all truth.” John 16:13.

Having been put forth prematurely and
without the prompting of the Spirit of
Truth, human efforts have accordingly
failed to discover and explain the truth of
“the trumpets.” And no scripture ever be-
ing unfolded without Inspiration, the expo-
sitions of uninspired minds are hence of
private interpretation, in forewarning of
which the Bible says: “. . . no prophecy of
the scripture is of any private interpreta-
tion.” 2 Pet. 1:20.
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So before a person can climb the ladder
of Truth, he must first of all free himself
from erroneous theories, which keep him
bound in darkness. And to loose himself
from such weights of error so as to reach
the top step of the ladder of Truth, he
must carefully investigate and “prove all
things” in

Open-Mindedness.

“Do not read the Word in the light of
former opinions; but, with a mind free
from prejudice, search it carefully and
prayerfully. If, as you read, conviction
comes, and you see that your cherished
opinions are not in harmony with the
Word, do not try to make the Word fit
these opinions. Make your opinions fit
the Word. Do not allow what you have
believed or practiced in the past to control
your understanding.”—~Messages to Young
People, p. 260.

This prime necessity urgently confronts
those who have been disposed to accept,
as unquestionable Bible truths, theories
which are the results of

Adding To and Taking From the

Scriptures.

Any explanation of a prophecy which
adds to or takes from any part of relevant
scripture in order to harmonize the inter-
pretation, can only be false. When the
Spirit of God interprets the Scriptures, He
does not in any way need to alter any part
of Them in order to make the explanation

—6-
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end and the events of the seventh begin,
the work of the gospel (the mystery of
God) is to be completed.

VERSES 16-18. “And the four and twenty
elders, which sat before God on their seats,
fell upon their faces, and worshipped God,
saying, We give Thee thanks, O Lord God
Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to
come; because Thou hast taken to Thee Thy
great power, and hast reigned. And the na-
tions were angry, and Thy wrath is come,
and the time of the dead, that they should
be judged, and that Thou shouldest give re-
ward unto Thy servants the prophets, and to
the saints, and them that fear Thy name,
small and great; and shouldest destroy them
which destroy the earth.”

As illustrated on the cover page of this
tract, the “four and twenty elders” are a
part of the judicial tribunal of the investi-
gative judgment in the heavenly sanctuary.
(For a more ample explanation of the
“elders,” study The Shepherd’s Rod, Vol.
2, pp.- 187-221). Accordingly, the words
which they speak at the time that the sev-
enth angely begins to sound, reveal that the
judicial work of the “Ancient of days”
(Dan. 7:9; Rev. 4:3), of the Lamb (Rev.
5:6), of the “ten thousand times ten thou-
sand, and thousands of thousands” of
angels (Rev. 5:11), and of the “elders”
and the “beasts,” was about finished. Their
words reveal also that the time of the
resurrection—the time for the saints to
receive their reward of eternal life, and
for Christ to destroy those who destroy
the earth—was come. Clearly, therefore,
“the time of the dead, that they should be

—115-
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yesterday’s Gentile occupation of it. And
when ancient Israel returned from Egypt
to the land of promise, the times of the
Gentiles in those days were fulfilled. Like-
wise now when antitypical Israel, the
144,000 guileless servants of God, are
sealed and taken to Mt. Zion, there to stand
with the Lamb, the “times of the Gentiles”
in these days will be fulfilled.

(We omit Revelation 11:3-12 from this
discussion, for these verses are treated of
in The Shepherd’s Rod, Vol. 2, pp. 270,
283-289; in revised Tract No. 2, The
Warning Paradox, pp. 47-48; and in The
Great Controversy, pp. 286-288.)

VERSE 13. “And the same hour was
there a great earthquake, and the tenth part
of the city fell, and in the earthquake were
slain of men seven thousand: and the rem-

nant were affrighted, and gave glory to the
God of heaven.’g

The “hour,” “the earthquake,” the “tenth
art,” “the city,” the “seven thousand”
P . ({3 y » . .
slain, and “the remnant” must, to maintain
the integrity of the entire trumpet symbol-
grity pet sy

ism, themselves be symbolical.

Climaxing the event symbolized “the
remnant were affrighted, and gave glory
to the God of heaven.” None but those
who “keep the commandments of God, and
have the testimony of Jesus Christ” can
truly fear and give glory to Him. Accord-
ingly in the present connection the rem-
nant is necessarily figurative of the right-
eous, “the wheat,” in that part of the city
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day Adventists, right along with others, do
not ask, “Is it true,—in harmony with
God’s word? but, By whom is it advo-
cated?”— Testimonies to Ministers, p.106.
And if the theory comes through a popular
channel, they as a rule unquestionably
accept it!

A fair example is their unhesitatingly
applauding such manipulations as rational-
izing “the heads of lions” (in the symbol-
ism of Revelation 9:17) into heads of
Arabian horses, and the serpent-like tails
(Rev. 9:19), into common horses’ tails
(as evidenced by the accompanying illus-
tration) in order to connect the trumpets

with the battles of the Turks!

But even worse, they unhesitatingly agree
that the “fire,” “smoke,” and “brimstone”
did not issue, as John saw them, from the
lion-like mouths, but rather from a gun

in the hand of a Turk!

Their accepting these additions and sub-
tractions to and %rom Holy Writ, a practice
condemned by the Scriptures (Rev. 22:18,
19), shows that they are victims of a
faulty vision, which causes them to think
themselves right when they are all wrong
(Testimonies, Vol. 3, pp. 252, 253).

Their subscribing to such a practice,
moreover, undermines faith in the Bible,
for if the Revelator be wrong in one in-
stance, then can he not be mistaken in
other instances also? And if we cannot de-
pend upon the book of The Revelation
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just as it reads, then how can we put
confidence in any of the Bible? And if
inspired prophets cannot declare the posi-
tive truth of what they see, then how can
uninspired students of their writings de-
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judgment of the dead—after the separation
of “the bad” from among “the good” in
the church, as illustrated by the parable
of the net (Matt. 13:47, 48). They are
those who by name, “My people” (Rev.
18:4), are called to come out of Babylon,
and who, with no unclean among them
(Isa. 52:1), come into the already purified
and living church of God. (For more ex-
tensive treatment of the subject of the in-

vestigative judgment, see our Tract No. 3,
The Harvest, third edition.)

The “forty and two months” (allowing
thirty days to a month, and reckoning a
day for a year—Fzek. 4:6), represent the
1260-year prophetic period; 538 A. D. to
1798 A. D. (See The Shepherd’s Rod, Vol.
2, pp. 142, 261.) “The Gentiles” here
mentioned are those who tread “under
foot” the “holy city” (the church),—an
act which calls our attention to the Mas-
ter’s prediction concerning the fate of the
saints during this forty and two months

period:

“And they [the church] shall fall by the
edge of the sword, and shall be led away
[from the promised land] captive into all
nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden
down by the Gentiles, until the times of
the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 21:24), the
time that the Gentiles go out of Jerusalem
and the Israelites go in.

The occupation of the Promised Land
by the Gentiles today was typified by
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have endured to the end and measured up
to the standard of the judgment—the
character of Christ.  Incontrovertibly,
therefore, the measuring, or numbering,
figures forth the work of an investigative
judgment.

Thus the doctrine of the investigative
judgment, along with the doctrine of in-
gathering and numbering the 144,000,
comprises the present truth committed to
the S. D. A. denomination in 1844. And
these two great truths up to the additional
message of today (Early Writings, p. 277),
the S. D. A. denomination was to proclaim
“before many peoples, and nations, and
tongues, and kings.”

“The investigative judgment” decides
the cases of those who have professed faith
in God, and who in consequence have had
their names recorded in the books (Dan.
7:10), but some of whom have not en-
dured to the end. It determines which
names shall be retained and which shall
be blotted out. So not until the investiga-
tion is completed, the sanctuary cleansed
from unworthy members, will the books
show the exact number of names that will
be retained and accounted worthy of life
eternal.

The most important part of this work,
however, is not the numbering but the
separating—the sitting of the judicial tri-
bunal to gather, parabolically speaking,
“the good into vessels, but [to] cast the
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“If therefore the light that is in thee be
darkness, how great is that darkness!”
Matt. 6:23.

“The enemy,” says the Spirit of Proph-
ecy, “is preparing for his last campaign
against the church. He has so concealed
himself from view that many can hardly
believe that he exists, much less can they
be convinced of his amazing activity and
power. They have to a great extent for-
gotten his past record, and when he makes
another advance move, they will not recog-
nize him as their enemy, that old serpent,
but they will consider him a friend, one
who is doing a good work.”— Testimonies,

Vol. 5, p. 294.

O what great darkness has covered the
people! Will you, Brother, Sister, sit in
calm unconcern, and watch the enemy
plunge them blindly into hell? Says the
Lord: “I Jesus have sent Mine angel to
testify unto you these things in the
churches. I am the root and the offspring
of David, and the bright and morning
star.” Rev. 22:16. Then He adds the
dread pronouncement: “For I testify un-
to every man that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, If any man shall
add unto these things, God shall add unto
him the plagues that are written in this
book: and if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of this proph-
ecy, God shall take away his part out of
the Book of Life, and out of the Holy City,
and from the things which are written in
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this book.” Rev. 22:18, 19.

Now, if John failed in his work, and the
Scriptures indeed be as imperfectly written
as the commentaries herein examined
would force one to conclude they are, how,
then, dare Christ adjure us, under pain of
such fearful penalty, not to tamper with
the Holy Word of God? For if John was
wrong in what he wrote, we perish. And
if we alter his writings, likewise we perish!
What! Were the Scriptures devised for our
destruction rather than for our salvation?
Forbid the thought! The immutable words
of Jesus just quoted, certify that His Book
is perfect, and that It need not be altered
by any man.

Ironically, though, the very ones who
usually become involved in the practice
of altering the Scriptures, are those who
talk the loudest about exercising great care
not to be enmeshed by false doctrine. And,
to back up their talk, they very carefully
keep themselves aloof from everything
new which does not come through them-
selves. Such will never recover from their
terrible blindness until they begin to
search for “eyesalve” (Inspiration) as
they do for gold, for only new truth can
open their eyes, unmask their errors, and
woo them to the truth. Satan, though, well
knowing that their sight will quickly re-
cover if they come with an open heart to
the light, consequently fills them with
prejudice to keep them from making an
unbiased personal investigation of unfold-
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temple of God, and the altar, and them that

worship therein.”

Though the last verse (verse 11) of
chapter 10 brings us to the rise of the
S. D. A. denomination, and to the com-
mission to go to “many nations,” it does
not disclose the message which the denomi-
nation was to proclaim. So the eleventh
chapter, being a continuation of the tenth,
must disclose it.

During the period of the sixth trumpet
there is no literal temple. Thus the
measuring (Rev. 11:1) can refer only to
a spiritual temple made up of lively
stones (saints), as described in Ephesians
2:20-22, or to a figure of the heavenly
temple. In either case, the clause, “mea-
sure . . . them that worship therein,” must
figuratively mean to number them, for
worshipers are not measured but num-
bered. In view of this fact, we are com-
pelled to conclude, unless otherwise shown
that the temple, the altar, and the worship-
ers must each be figurative of a class of
believers. And all three must be meas-
ured (numbered) after the disappointment
in 1844, and during the time of the
S. D. A. movement.

Considering that therein are “good” and
“bad” members, then very obviously this
measuring, or numbering, the worshipers
is nothing more or less that a work of
investigating and judging their fidelity to
the truth. Hence it is a work of retaining
in the books only the names of those who
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hope of the S. D. A. denomination from
its outset has been to gather the 144,000,
it should be more conversant with this
subject than with any other, “ready always
to give an answer to every man that asketh”
“a reason” of its “hope.” 1 Pet. 3:15.
Sadly, though, it is not; instead, it is more
ignorant of who and what are the 144,000
than it is perhaps of any other known
Bible truth. And what is still sadder,
many of its teachers who are refusing to
accept this “most startling revelation”
(Testimonies to Ministers, p. 445), are
now insisting that a knowledge of the sub-
ject is not essential to their soul’s salva-
tion. And thereby they are saying that
they are “rich, and increased with goods,
and have need of nothing,” thus implying
that God has put a non-essential subject in
the Bible! Thus they are self-doomed to
remain wretched (unhappy), and miser-
able (troubled), and poor (in need of
truth), and blind (benighted), and naked
(without the righteousness of Christ), and
consequently to reject the words: “I
counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in
the fire, that thou mayest be rich; . . .
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that
thou mayest see.” Rev. 3:17, 18.

And sadder yet, even after our brethren
are plainly shown that the 144,000 are
only the “firstfruits,” and that the second
are still to be gathered in, they refuse to
be convinced, obstinately following on in
the fatal steps which from the very begin-
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However, going beyond this modest in-
tention of the author, the denomination
omitted from the later editions of the book
the word “thoughts,” the first word of the
original title. And now some of the lead-
ing men try to make us believe that Sister
White was shown that an angel was guid-
ing Elder Smith’s hand while he was re-
setting the theories of uninspired men!
Hence it is very evident that though large
portions of the book impair the finality of
the Scriptures, yet the book’s champions
will have the errors at all costs—even at the
expense of truth! Indeed, their thus exalt-
ing the fabrications of men, and stamping
them as bearing the seal of Inspiration,
while depreciating the precision of The
Revelation, show that Satan is the one
who has led them into this rationalizing.

Then, again, while on one hand these
commentators profess to know more about
John’s vision than did John himself, on the
other hand these champions of Uriah
Smith’s writings act as though they know
more about his experience with Inspiration
than did he himself, for he never claimed
to be inspired, whereas they aver he was.
And now that the apostle John, Elder
Smith, and Sister White are dead and un-
able to defend themselves, the living multi-
tude, asleep under the covers of their sins,
are unable to detect the snares of the devil.
What a lesson to take the Lord’s advice, to
trust His Word even to “one jot or one
tittle” (Matt. 5:18), and if necessary to
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distrust every mortal being (Isa. 2:22)!

If those who have great light, and who
profess to “keep the commandments of
God, and have the faith of Jesus,” dare thus
deal with the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy, is it any wonder, then, that
there is so much doubting of the inspira-
tion of the Scriptures and that there are
almost innumerable interpretations of
them?

Our conduct as S. D. As has all too
precisely fulfilled the prophecy against
the Laodiceans, thus indelibly labeling us
as that people. Let us therefore confess
our sins, and gladly accept the Father’s
counsel: “Because thou sayest, I am rich,
and increased with goods, and have need
of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy
of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame
of thy nakedness do not appear; and
anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou
mayest see.” Rev. 3:17, 18. With his eyes
thus anointed, one will then, as he searches
for the truth, find that

Sister White Never Said the Book
Is Inspired.

Any last lingering doubt that Sister
White did not say and could not have said
that the book Thoughts on Daniel and The
Revelation is inspired, is completely dissi-
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When the long-sought number (144,000)
of living church members was finally
reached in the year 1917, and the world
had yet but barely been touched by the
message, the leaders of the denomination
became confused, but only because they
lost sight of the truth that there were bad
as well as good in the “net” (gospel

church), as Christ had predicted:

“The kingdom of heaven is like unto a
net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered
of every kind: which, when it was full
[when the prospective number was made
up], they drew to shore, and sat down, and
gathered the good into vessels, but cast the
bad away.” Matt. 13:47, 48.

The result was that they began to doubt
and to question and variously to explain
away their former position both as to the
number to be gathered in, and the genera-
tion to witness the end, until today tie sub-
ject of the 144,000 has become to them
one of the most confused and mooted of
Bible subjects.

But now the message in The Shepherd’s
Rod reveals that the 144,000 (who are to
be without guile in their mouth), the
appointed number of first-fruit servants to
be sealed in the church, are to be separated
from the unconsecrated. And the number
to be sealed being much smaller than the
number of the membership, it sadly re-
minds us that therein are many “tares.”

Inasmuch as the paramount purpose and
—-103 -
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Events to Take Place Just Before the
Seventh Trumpet Sounds.
Revelation 10.

VERSES 1-3, 8-10: “And I saw another
mighty angel come down from heaven,
clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was up-
on his head, and his face was as it were the
sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: and he
had in his hand a little book open: and he
set his right foot upon the sea, and his left
foot on the earth, and cried with a loud
voice, as when a lion roareth:

“And the voice which I heard from heaven
spake unto me again, and said, Go and take
tEe little book which is open in the hand
of the angel which standeth upon the sea
and upon the earth. And I went unto the
angel, and said unto him, Give me the little
book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat
it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but
it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.
And I took the little book out of the angel}”s
hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth
sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten
it, my belly was bitter.”

(We have omitted verse 4, as it deals
with the seven thunders, a subject about
which John was told not to write, and
which remains unrevealed.)

This “mighty angel,” he who “set his
right foot upon the sea, and his left on the
earth,” and who instructed John to eat the
book, has been long understood to repre-
sent the message which was proclaimed on
both land and sea, world-wide, by William
Miller and his associates, beginning in
1831 A. D. (The Great Controversy, p.
331), and culminating in the disappoint-
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says regarding the sale of the book, our
brethren are once more seen to be not
nearly so careful as they are trying to
make us believe they are concerning what
they teach and hand to the public. Mind
what it says: “. . . but the knowledge
of this [the errors] does not at all diminish
his [W. C. White’s] enthusiasm in behalf
of the sale of this wonderful book” A
clearer confession of one’s blindness,
mentally, would be difficult indeed for
one to prepare deliberately!

That not only, though, was Elder Smith
uninspired, but also that his teachings are
in direct opposition to what Sister White
was shown in vision, is witnessed by the
following statement from an early S. D. A.
publication:

“I saw,” says Sister White, “all that
‘would not receive the mark of the Beast,
and of his Image, in their foreheads or in
their hands, could not buy or sell [Rev.
13:15-17]. 1 saw that the number (666)
of the Image Beast [the two-horned beast
of verse 11] was made up; and that it was
the beast [the ten-horned beast of verse 1]
that changed the Sabbath, and the Image
Beast [the two-horned beast] had followed
on after, and kept the Pope’s and not
God’s Sabbath.”—A Word to the Little
Flock, p. 19.

Contradicting this heaven-given view,
Thoughts on Daniel and The Revelation
applies the number “666” to the pope.
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From this we see that Elder Smith did not
share in the same Inspiration which guided
Sister White. Though as her follower he
was influenced by her, yet his book shows
that he was also influenced by the writings
of uninspired authors. Containing doc-
trines from her writings as well as from
theirs, the book, consequently, is an ad-
mixture of truth and error.

But the most inexcusable part of the
whole thing is that the leading brethren
have entirely disregarded the inspired
vision concerning the number 666 (Rev.
13:18), and in its place have almost unani-
mously accepted these traditions and
theories of men. The sad result is that
they have become blind to the light, re-
bellious against the Spirit of Christ, and
consequently untrustworthy servants, unfit
and disqualified as leaders of His people.
And yet, withal, they go on the while com-
placently assuring themselves that they are
the “men of experience,” who alone are
capable of investigation and deciding
whether or not the messages that come to
the people are from God! An arrogation
of authority which no one has a right to
make unto himself, it is the despotic spawn
of egotism and

Glaring Inconsistency.

“Now I think a lot of Sister White and
her writings,” begins a certain S. D. A.
minister in one of our California con-
ferences, in an attempt to overthrow a cer-
tain brother’s confidence in Sister White’s
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his path” (Joel 2:8), and who, “having
breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and
brimstone,” will cause any sword lifted
against the saints to break, and fall “as
powerless as a straw.” (See Early Writ-
ings, pp. 34, 285; The Grear Controversy,
p. 631; Life Sketches, p. 102.)

VERSES 20, 21. “And the rest of the men
which were not killed by these plagues yet
repented not of the work of their hands, that
they should not worship devils, and idols of
gold; and silver, and brass, and stone, and
of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor
walk: neither repented they of their murders,
nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornica-
tion, nor of their thefts.”

The fact that “the rest of the men which
were not killed by” the “fire,” “smoke,”
and “brimstone,” repented not, is con-
clusive evidence that in the closing of the
events of the sixth trumpet, and in the
beginning of the events of the seventh, the
work of the gospel is to be finished, and
probation is to close: “in the days of the
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall
begin to sound, the mystery of God shall
be finished, as He hath declared to His
servants the prophets.” Rev. 10:7.

Then it will be said: “He that is unjust,
let him be unjust still: and he which is
filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that
is righteous, let him be righteous still: and
he that is holy, let him be holy still.” Rev.
22:11.

Now to get on with the sequence of the
sixth trumpet, we come to the
—99 —
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er shall one thrust another; they shall walk
every one in his path: and when they fall
upon the sword, they shall not be wounded.
They shall run to and fro in the city; they
shall run upon the wall, they shall climb
up upon the houses; they shall enter in
at the windows like a thief. The earth shall
quake before them; the heavens shall
tremble: the sun and the moon shall be
dark, and the stars shall withdraw their
shining.” Joel 2:2-10.

“And the remnant of Jacob,” declares
Micah, “shall be in the midst of many
people as a dew from the Lord, as the
showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not
for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.
And the remnant of Jacob shall be among
the Gentiles in the midst of many people
as a lion among the beasts of the forest,
as a young lion among the flocks of sheep:
who, if he go through, both treadeth down,
and teareth in pieces, and none can de-
liver. Thine hand shall be lifted up upon
thine adversaries, and all thine enemies

shall be cut off.” Mic. 5:7-9.

“And in that day” adds the Lord, “will
I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for
all people: all that burden themselves with
it shall be cut in pieces, though all the
people of the earth be gathered together
against it. . . . In that day shall the Lord
defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and
he that is feeble among them at that day
shall be as David; and the house of David
shall be as God, as the angel of the Lord

~ 96—

—g7-
-uir Suraq )] ULMIWS, 9JAM | SIBIS O
pIIE “‘IIOOIII” aql “‘uns” oql .'}0 “IJEd PJ!ql’a
a1 ‘[PSue yrinoj oy jo Jurpunos oyl 1y

1 ey
-TUUE PUE 3SINOD SIT JJO Y113 Y1 Tel pynom
1 ‘[erdly] Inq ‘IBD}IO(]IIII(S jou  f‘sialem jo
sureiunoj oY1 uodn pue ‘s19A11 91 jo 1red
prrg oy uwodn [po3, sdwnn pIrqa oy jo
Surpunos a3 1B YOIYM _IeIS Y TN

8IS
o yo ared pIrqy oY1 Jo sirwi oY uﬁ‘pgm
P0oo[q,, ay1 auryuoo 01 9[qIssodwr 2q pynom
1 qera]  eas sIyy arom  A[Surpioooy
‘Sunempun 1945 InQ ‘SSATUOTIOW  I9AJU
ST ‘QJowIaylINJ ‘e3s [BINIBU Y/ (POIp 2ABY
Aoq1 p[noo moy ‘oJi] pey £9Y1 ssa[un I0]
P3P, SO PRY,, YOIym asoyl eyl Les 01
snonjjradns oq pynom 11 fesrjoqu4s jou are
$2IMIBSID Y1 J[ ‘U0 PIAI[ 194 YOIYm Inq
9JI] 2A®Y 10U PIP YOIYMm SIdYI0 dIdM 2I9Y)
e ﬁugmoqs <P31P,, °J1 PRY,, YoIym pue
JBIS Y1 Ul I UYOIYM  SIIMIBAID ISOY3
AJuo 10J ‘@3S SY1 9q ISNUW ISIMIIT "9AN
—emﬁg [oea a1e ‘pey A5Y1 yoIym 3, o)
pue  ‘sarmyeard a2yl “‘sdgqs” oYy faIyy,
oYy  ‘urejunowr 9yl ‘uayl ‘A[snopsqo

‘[ed11031STYUN OS[e [ed130][T
A[191In UONIPUOD B— POO[Q, JWEddq BIS
o jo 1red e ‘y3noyy ‘peaisuy ‘weals ojur
I9)1eM 9Y) PIWIOJSUEI) JABY P[NOM 11 373
10 211J 9} PIYSINSUNXD JABY P[NOM SIABM
9Y1 IPYIP BIS 3Yl 0IUT ISBD UIdQ prY I
191Je USY) ‘TedI[oquIAs U9dq uUTeIunoOuW JY3
jou peH 'BIS Y1 01UI ISBD SBM QI YIIM

says the Spirit of Truth, “unless you man-
age in God’s order. Are you under the
control of God? Do you see your responsi-
bility to Him? . . . That these men
should stand in a sacred place to be as the
voice of God to the people, as we once
believed the General Conference to be,—
that is past. What we want now is re-
organization” (General Conference Bulle-
tin, 34th session, Vol. 4, Extra No. 1, April
3,1901, p. 25, Cols. 1, 2) rather than time-
wasting in asking the question:

Why Did He Permit the Errors?
For one to ask, Why did God allow

errors to creep in among His people, and
to be so widely circulated? would be at
the same time to ask, Why did He permit
errors to come in among His ancient people
to such an extent that they finally so
obscured from view the very focal point
of the entire ceremonial system—the great
Infallible Waymark, the long expected Son
of God—that not only was He lost sight
of but also, when He did come, was re-
jected and crucified between thieves!

The reason that the Jewish people were
led into this dark and tragic course was
that they rejected and killed the prophets,
whom God sent to correct their erring
ways, “till there was no remedy.” 2 Chron.
36:16. The experience of the church to-
day has paralleled at every point that of
the Jews. In fact, “Said the angel, ‘Ye
have done worse than they’.”— Testimonies,
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Vol. 1, p. 129. Even from the very begin-
ning, Israel of today has said of the Zeszi-
monies: we will believe that
portion which we think is of God, and will
not heed the other”—1d., p. 234.

“Should the Lord give a vision right
before this class of people in our day,”
further reveals the Spirit of Prophecy,
“pointing out their mistakes, rebuking
their self-righteousness and condemning
their sins, they would rise up in rebellion,
like the inhabitants of Nazareth when
Christ showed them their true condition.”
— Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 689.

High time it is, therefore, to rouse to
the call:

“Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O
Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O
Jerusalem, the holy city.” “Arise, shine;
for thy light is come, and the glory of the
Lord is risen upon thee.” Isa. 52:1; 60:1.
Remain no longer in blindness and preju-
dice, but come let us honestly reason to-
gether—first as to whether the trumpets
are

Symbolical or Literal—Which?

Only when this question is rightly
answered will we have the key—the correct
interpretation—to unlock this great sym-
bolical treasure house of truth. In setting
out upon this quest, let us begin, logically,
at the beginning of John’s account of his
vision of the trumpets.

Chapter 8, Verse 7. “The first angel
_26—
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and by the brightness of His coming (2
Thess. 2:8), after probation closes, make
the other third. The saved, the last third,
are “the third . . . left therein.” Zech. 13:8.

VERSE 17. “And the heads of the horses

were as the heads of lions.”

The lion, the king of beasts, is strong
and fearless. Accordingly, the last gospel
ministry, that which the lions’ heads here
symbolize, is fearless in its efforts to
spread the gospel truth, and is triumphant
over all nations.

Witnessing prophetically its conquering
power, the prophet Joel declares: “A great
people and a strong; there hath not been
ever the like, neither shall be any more
after it. . . . A fire devoureth before them;
and behind them a flame burneth: the land
is as the garden of Eden before them, and
behind them a desolate wilderness; yea,
and nothing shall escape them.

“The appearance of them is as the appear-
ance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall
they run. Like the noise of chariots on
the tops of mountains shall they leap, like
the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth
the stubble, as a strong people set in battle
array. Before their face the people shall
be much pained: all faces shall gather
blackness.

“They shall run like mighty men; they
shall climb the wall like men of war; and
they shall march every one on his ways,
and they shall not break their ranks: neith-
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called My Mighty ones [the angelic host—
“two hundred thousand thousand horse-
men”] for Mine anger, even them that re-
joice in My highness. The noise of a multi-
tude [the army of Revelation 9:16] in the
mountains, like as of a great people; a
tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of na-
tions gathered together: the Lord of hosts
mustereth the host of the battle. They
come from a far country, from the end of
heaven, even the Lord, and the weapons

of His indignation, to destroy the whole
land.

“Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at
hand; it shall come as a destruction from
the Almighty. Therefore shall all hands
be faint, and every man’s heart shall melt:
and they shall be afraid: pangs and sor-
rows shall take hold of them; they shall
be in pain as a woman that travaileth: they
shall be amazed one at another; their faces
shall be as flames. Behold, the day of the
Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and
fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and
He shall destroy the sinners thereof out of
it. For the stars of heaven and the con-
stellations thereof shall not give their
light: the sun shall be darkened in his

oing forth, and the moon shall not cause
l%er light to shine. And I will punish the
world for their evil, and the wicked for
their iniquity; and I will cause the arro-
gancy of the proud to cease, and will lay
low the haughtiness of the terrible. T will
make a man more precious than fine gold;
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possible, though, to smite the heavenly
luminaries, then those here recorded as
“smitten” are manifestly symbolical. This
is made doubly plain in the light of the
knowledge that even were they literal, and
one part of them actually was smitten,
the two parts of them remaining unsmitten
would still emit more than enough light
to prevent darkness.

Out of the “smoke” which, at the sound-
ing of the fifth trumpet, rose from the
“bottomless pit,” came fabulous “locusts”
the like of which do not exist. The locusts,
the “smoke,” and the “pit,” therefore, must
also stand for something else. And further-
more as the personal pronoun “he” applies
to the “star,” the star, consequently, is
figurative of a male person.

That a horse, as in the sixth trumpet,
should have a tail of serpents, a lion’s
head, and a mouth belching fire, smoke,
and brimstone—how utterly and fantastic-
ally impossible! These unnatural and gro-
tesque combinations therefore reveal that
the truth of the seven trumpets is to be un-
locked only by the key of symbolical inter-
pretation, and that hence the Bible Itself
must explain

The Nature of the Trumpets.

That singular parallelism exists between
the several effects of the seven trumpets
and the several effects of the seven last
plagues, is clearly to be seen in the follow-
ing collocations:
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(1) Both the elements of the first
trumpet (“hail and fire mingled with
blood”) and the contents of the vial of the

first plague are cast upon the “earth”
(Rev. 8:7; 16:2).

(2) The “mountain” at the sounding
of the second trumpet and the contents of
the “vial” at the pouring out of the second
plague find their point of coincidence in
falling alike into the “sea” (Rev. 8:8;
16:3).

(3) “Upon the rivers and fountains of
waters” (Rev. 8:10; 16:4) fall both the
“star” of the third trumpet and the con-
tents of the “vial” of the third plague.

(4) Just as at the sounding of the
fourth trumpet, so likewise at the pouring
out of the “vial” of the fourth plague, the
sun is affected (Rev. 8:12; 16:8).

(5) Darkness (Rev. 9:2; 16:10) ensues
in common at the sounding of the fifth
trumpet and at the pouring out of the fifth
plague.

(6) As with the sixth trumpet just so
with the sixth plague, the “river Euphrates”
is the focal point (Rev. 9:14; 16:12).

(7) And bringing up the seventh par-
allel, the seventh trumpet and the seventh
plague exhibit the identical components:
the temple in heaven the voices and
thunderings and lightnings therefrom, the
earthquake and the hail (Rev. 11:15; 16:
17-21)—the second coming of Christ.
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and, subsequently, in killing the third part
of men who reject it. But since riders,
not horses, do the killing when engaged
in battle, these supernatural beings, the
angelic horsemen, are the ones who actually
do the slaying. Hence, their having
“breastplates of fire [protection of the
Spirit], and of jacinth, and brimstone.”

What, then, we may ask, is the “power”
of the horses? These 200,000,000 horses,
we have learned, symbolize a great army
of gospel workers, from whose lips go a
message which means life or death. That,
therefore, must be the power in their
mouth. Consequently, the “fire,” “smoke,”
and “brimstone,” which issue “out of their
mouths,” are figurative of the message
which they proclaim: the power of the
Holy Spirit (the “fire”), the sacrifices of
Christ (“the smoke”), and the destructive
judgments of God (“the brimstone”). By
this three-fold message “was the third part
of men killed.” Rev. 9:18.

“The nation and kingdom that will not
serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations
shall be wuzterly wasted.” Isa. 60:12.

“Lift ye up a banner,” saith the Lord,
“upon the high mountain [God’s holy
church], exalt the voice [the proclamation
of the gospel] unto them, shake the hand,
that they may go into the gates of the
nobles. I have commanded My sanctified
ones [the ministry—“two hundred thou-
sand thousand” “horses”], I have also
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and coming “at a month” is “the latter
rain in the first month” (Joel 2:23)—the
light of the angel who is to lighten the
earth with his glory (Rev. 18:1; Early
Writings, pp. 277, 278). Then “after-
ward,” says the Lord, “I will pour out My
Spirit upon all flesh.” Joel 2:28. Glor-
ious prophetic promise, it envisages the
power that God is to bestow upon His
messengers who are to proclaim the mes-
sage that is revealed in the time “of the
latter rain.” “At the right time” says the
Spirit of Prophecy, “He sends His faithful
messengers to do a work similar to that of
Elijah.”—Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 254.
(For further study on the latter rain, see

The Shepherd’s Rod, Vol. 2, pp. 256, 257.)

(4) And, finally, the only revelation
pertaining to and coming “at a year,” and
preparing the four angels “for to slay the
third part of men” is, says the Lord, “zhe
year of My redeemed” Isa. 63:4. And
this “year” at which His people are re-
deemed is, of course, the time of the seal-
ing and of the deliverance of the 144,000,
—those who are redeemed, who escape the
slaughter decreed in Ezekiel 9. Of these,
the Lord says: “I will set a sign among
them, and I will send those that escape
of them unto the nations, . . . to the isles
afar off, that have not heard My fame,
neither have seen My glory; and they shall
declare My glory among the Gentiles. And
they shall bring all your brethren for an
offering unto the Lord out of all nations
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four beasts was given to show in par-
ticular that the “little horn” (Dan. 7:8)
of the fourth beast was to wear out the
saints of the Most High (Dan. 7:25), and
not especially to predict the development
of the Babylonian, Medo-Persia, Grecian,
and Roman empires. For these empires
were already made known in the vision of
the great image of chapter two which, in
turn, is intended principally to show that
the kingdoms of this world are to deterio-
rate and finally be broken by Christ’s
kingdom, which is to rule the whole world.
To help us, though, more readily to see the
truth of these latter events, the prophecy
starts away back with Babylon, then in its
sweep forward embraces the rise and fall
of the great historical kingdoms, and ter-
minates with the setting up of Christ’s
kingdom and with the end of this world
(Dan. 2:44).

Again: the eleventh chapter of Daniel,
though not given chiefly to show what has
taken place during the long period of time
therein covered, beginning with the Medo-
Persian empire and culminating in the
“time of the end,” does nevertheless call
our attention to that long line of prophetic
history in order to identify to us the “king
of the north” “in the time of the end,” he
who “shall come to his end, and none

shall help him.”

So, though all such prophecies neces-
sarily bring to our attention things which
took place centuries ago, yet they are de-

— 33—



Aressadou sem 11 “‘Surfomsap jo porrad yoes
Surpasard 3urpess jo porrad yoeo ‘ouonb
-3s [eo1So[ IIPY1 JO AI0JAIdY) ‘Osnedag
*JUSWIIO0) 0] 10U WOYM PUE IUIULIO)
01 WOUM MIUY DUIY PUE ‘[eas dY) JABY
JOU PIp OYM pUE PIp OUYM MUY _SISNOO[
oY1 Qqmsar e se ‘moy pue ‘s;odumnn Sur
-puodsa1100 911 Jo s1UaAD A1) opadaxd s[eas
91 JO SIUIAD Y MOY UIIS ST ISTMSNY ],

's1odwmni uaass [[e 9padaxd 1snw
STeSs UOAdS [[B IBY} UBY) IOYIBI ‘O[IINYS
oY) pue d[padu 2y 31| ‘Uo os pue 9od
-WNI) PU0d3S Y} ‘[BIS PUO0I3S Y2 “odwnn
1511 oY1 9paoaxd Isnw [eIs 1sIJ OYI WA
A[[ernmae) °[edS 3Y1 JAIIIAI 10U PIP OYM
asoy) jo uwononmnsap jo sporrad-1odurnn
[e9a9s Suryorew oY1 opadaxd A[iressadou
YOIYM ‘syures oY1 Jo Jureas a3 jo sporrad
[e19A9s oY1 1uswdpn( oY1 ur [easdr Ao
asnedaq 1sIj 2wod s[eds Y], s1odwnn
a1 jo siemonied oY1 wsyl ‘s[eds Syl jo
sre[nonIed oY1 papI0dar 11y Uyo[ snyJ,
*I9pI10 [2130] II9Y) UT TIYI0 Y U] ‘OUO
oY1 ST 1SIIJ INQ OWI) dWES 9Y) 1B PIPI0d
-1 2q J0UUED [10Q JO SIUIAD JY1 ‘TIYIOUE
i s1odwnn oY1 pue 102(qns duo Ym
[edp S[eds a1 asnedaq ey smoys Adwis
31 Joyiey sTeds oy ul pakenyod siuaad
a1 191 IMdd0 AIressadou Ishw s1odurni
o1 ur padeniod syusad oY1 ey UOISN]
-U0D 9Y) JUBLIEM 10U S0P 1eY) ‘pauado sem
S[eas 9Y1 JO 1SB[ Y1 [[IUN PUNOS 10U PIP
Aoya ySnoyy _'punos 01 saApaswoyy pared
-a1d s1odwnn waads a1 pey yorym sppdue
udAds oY1 1eyd Judwalels Yy dn oyer

signed, like The Revelation, to “shew” to
God’s people “things which must shortly
come to pass.” Fulfilled prophecies are
seen therefore to be employed by the Scrip-
tures only as groundwork for that part of

prophecy which is yet to be fulfilled.

In the main, however, the trumpets and
the seals portray an event which is future
from John’s time, and which takes place
in heaven, although they also portray kin-
dred events. Of these related events, some
are contributory and some are consequent
to the main prophetic event. The former
naturally precede and the latter naturally
follow it, historically.

This twofold truth is pointedly eluci-
dated in connection with the latter phase
of it, in the fact that when the door was
opened in the sanctuary above and the
Judgment was begun,—the event which
was to be “hereafter” from John’s time,—
then all the historical developments con-
nected with the trumpets and the seals
were unfolded one after another as each
successive period came in review before
the judgment tribunal. In other words,
when the door was opened in the sanctu-
ary, the periods represented by the trum-
pets and the seals came into review before
the One Who sat on the throne, and Who
held in His right hand the book in which
were revealed the events of the trumpets
and of the seals.

Resuming with the trumpets proper, we
34—
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slay the third part of men.” Rev. 9:15, last
part.

The marginal rendering gives the prepo-
sition “at” for the preposition “for,” mak-
ing the verse read: “At an hour, and a
day, and a month, and a year.” Still more
exactly rendered, it would read: “Ar an
hour, at a day, at a month, and a7 a year.”
Thus are designated four points in time
“at” which the four angels were to prepare
“for to slay the third part of men.” And
as the “third part” in the trumpets repre-
sents, as we have seen, those who reject
God’s appeals to them to repent and be
saved, then, accordingly, the angels’ pre-
paring themselves on four successive
occasions for the eventual execution of
death upon “the third part of men,” shows
that the men are to reject a four-phase
(four-doctrine) message, each phase being
revealed successively:

(1) The only revelation of truth per-
taining to and coming “at an hour” is the
proclamation of the angel’s announcement:
“Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the
hour of His judgment is come.” Rev. 14:7.

(2) The only revelation of truth per-
taining to and coming “at a day” is the
warning of “the day of vengeance” (Isa.
63:4), “the great and dreadful day of the
Lord,” which is to be heralded by the
promised “Elijah the prophet.” Mal. 4:5;
Testimonies to Ministers, p. 475.

(3) The only revelation pertaining to
_ 87—
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which the horsemen slay the “third part
of men.”

Since “the rest of the men which were
not killed by these plagues yet repented
not of the works of their hands, that they
should not worship devils, and idols of
gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and
of wood: which neither can see, nor hear,
nor walk” (Rev. 9:20), the object in slay-
ing a third part of men is manifestly not
to accomplish some selfish end, but rather
to help men repent.

Resuming with Litch’s prediction, it is
plain to see that The Great Controversy is
not attempting in what it says concerning
the prediction, to explain the subject of
the trumpets. It is merely recording an
historical event. Therefore its statement,
“in the year 1840, another remarkable ful-
filment of prophecy excited wide-spread
interest,” must not be construed as advo-
cating Josiah Litch’s interpretation of the
Revelator’s prophecy, but instead recording
the fulfilment of his prediction based on
The Revelation. Thus, it was the latter’s,
not the Bible’s or The Grear Controversy’s
position that “exactly fulfiled the predic-
tion.”

But one may ask, If Revelation 9:15,
upon which Josiah Litch’s prediction of
the date in question was built up, did not
meet its fulfilment at the time he pointed
to, then what made the Turks on the very
date set accept the Christian nations as a
protectorate? Did Satan cunningly bring
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“The number seven,” says the Spirit of
Prophecy, in duly regarding the signifi-
cance of this basic numeral in the Bible,
“indicates completeness.”—The Acts of

the Apostles, p. 585.

The truth of the seven trumpets must,
consequently, comprehend all the destruc-
tion following each sealing since the world
began. Moreover, its being true that they
came in review before the heavenly judicial
tribunal when the judgment was set and
the books were opened, and that they begin
with those who first lived upon the earth,
doubly clear is it, then, that, though un-
folding during the judgment, they span in
their connection, just as do the seals in
theirs, the whole of human history.

These preliminary observations having
cleared the way for a connected study of
the trumpets, we shall now take them in
their recorded order one by one, beginning
with

The First Trumpet.
Revelation 8:7.

VERSE 7. “The first angel sounded, and
there followed hail and fire mingled with
blood, and they were cast upon the earth:
and the third part of trees was burnt up, and
all green grass was burnt up.”

Seeing that the trumpets symbolically
record the destruction of the wicked after
their rejection of God’s messages to them,
and that the number “seven,” denoting
completeness, embraces the entire period
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of probationary time and on to the second
coming of Christ, the sounding of the first
trumpet must therefore be sought as far
back in history as the first destruction of
a wicked multitude, resulting from their
rejection of God’s message to them. And
the flood being the first such destruction,
then obviously the first trumpet, as it
came in review before the judgment, re-
veals Noah’s preaching, his purpose in
building the ark, and God’s reason for
flooding the old world.

Bringing up reason, now, as mouthpiece
for the symbolism, that it might speak for
itself, it tells us that the “%ai] and fire
mingled with blood” and “cast upon the
earth,)” denote something which necessarily
originated outside the earth itself. Other-
wise it could not be said that “they were cast
upon the earth.” The three elements (the
hail, the fire, and the blood), moreover,
represent something which is comprised of
three parts, and which not being limited
to any particular part or parts of “the
earth,” were therefore “cast” earthwide.

Going on now to understand the symbol-
ism as it thus basically defines itself, the
student will see as he proceeds that its sub-
ject not only becomes clearer and clearer,
one truth dovetailing with another, and all
reinforcing the whole, but also that it holds
a stirring present truth lesson. Seeing
this, he will know that heaven’s appointed
time for the unfolding of the trumpets has
come, bringing the momentous truth set
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“month,” and “year,” Biblically denotes a
period of “391 years, 15 days,” ending in
1840 A. D., is not permissible. Moreover,
the event which took place in 1840 did not
fulfil the Biblical prediction, for the very
simple reason that at the end of the “hour,
and . . . day, and . . . month, and . . .
year,” the four angels were “to slay the
third part of men.” In actual fact, though,
at the date when Litch’s prediction was ful-
filled, no slaying took place, and Turkey,
instead of being overthrown, was without
bloodshed placed under protection of the
European nations! Furthermore, the “four
angels,” and not a nation (for a nation is
never symbolized by angels), were to be
made free, and then they were to kill “the
third part of men,” whereas the Turks
killed none, but instead of being made free,
they were really placed under mandate.
Still further, John heard that the number
of them who were to do the slaying was
exactly 200,000,000 cavalrymen (“horse-
men”), but Turkey never had that many
cavalrymen in all her lifetime!

Having already seen that the “fire,”
“smoke,” and “brimstone” are symbolical,
not literal, and that hence they do not
come forth as a volley from a firearm in
the hand of a Turk, we are in consequence
led to probe further for their significance.
In doing so, we find that verse 20 reveals
that the symbolical fire, smoke, and brim-
stone result in “plagues.” Not firearms,
but plagues, therefore, are the means with
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time in which the “two witnesses” of Reve-
lation 11:3 were to “prophesy a thousand
two hundred and threescore days, clothed
in sackcloth,” must occur during the
sounding of the sixth trumpet. And being
in the future tense, the phrase, “shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and
threescore days” (Rev. 11:3), shows that
at the time the trumpet began sounding,
this period of 1260 days was yet future.

The voice which came from the golden
altar, said “to the sixth angel which had
the trumpet, Loose the four angels which
are bound in the great river Euphrates.”
In order to identify “the four angels,” we
must first understand the literal meaning
of the river Euphrates.

The capital city of ancient Babylon was
built on either side of the Euphrates, thus
dividing the city in two parts. The river
was also the source of water supplying a
fortifying mote about the city. So because
the ancient Babylonians were the first to
build on the banks of the Euphrates, and
because the original application must at-
tach to the original settlers there, the
“great river Euphrates” emerges as a type
of “the waters . . . where the whore sitteth”
(Rev. 17:15)—modern Babylon. And
this important truth is amplified by the
fact that the ancient city, Babylon, does
not now exist, whereas prophecy calls for
a Babylon today.

Now in order for there to be a modern
80—
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which were burned (doomed by the power
of the Spirit against Whom they sinned),
and which distinguish two classes of

people.

But why “burnt” instead of “drowned”?
Let us not forget that we are herein study-
ing truth by means of symbols. The act of
destruction denoted by the literal accepta-
tion of the word “drowned,” would be
actual instead of symbolical, and would
thus twist the key of interpretation: for if
every term is not symbolical, how shall we
differentiate those which are from those
which are not? And how shall we know
by which to define the truth? The word
“drowned” would not symbolically signify
destroyed, but rather immersed in life—
submerged among great masses of people

(Rev. 17:15).

And “fire” being symbolical of the
Spirit of Truth, it follows therefore that
those who sinned against Him in rejecting
Noah’s message, were figuratively “burnt,”
and that therefore the wicked suffered His
vengeance (“fire”) for sinning against

Him.

To illustrate: should one commit murder
and be convicted by a law which demands
capital punishment, then his life would be
in forfeit to an instrument of death. But
is the crime or the implement of execution
the cause of his death’—The crime, of
course; for if the accused is found guilt-
less, the law cannot impose the penalty.
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Just so with the antediluvians: they did not
perish because the flood came, for any who
would, could have gone into the ark. In-
deed, had all repented, they would have
thereby given God cause even to withhold
the flood. But they committed the unpar-
donable sin against the Holy Ghost, reject-
ed Noah’s message, refused to get into
the ark—a sin which brought upon them
the penalty of divine law (the flood).

That the “green grass” and the “trees”
are symbolical of two classes of living
beings, is quickly seen from Nebuchad-
nezzar’s dream in which he saw himself
likened to a “tree,” and the common
people of his kingdom, to the “tender
grass of the field.” Dan. 4:10, 14, 15, 20,
22; Isa. 40:6, 7. And Jesus, speaking of
men in responsible positions, said that
“every tree which bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the %ire.”
Matt. 3:10. Plainly, therefore, the com-
mon people destroyed by the flood, were
symbolized by the “green grass”; and their
leaders, by a third part of the “trees.”
“And every living substance,” reads the
record, “was destroyed which was upon
the face of the ground, both man, and
cattle, and the creeping things, and the
fowl of the heaven; and they were de-
stroyed from the earth: and Noah only
remained alive, and they that were with
him in the ark.” Gen. 7:23.

Simply because a third part’s being
burned gives the inference that two parts
42—
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events of the fifth had expired?

It will be observed that though each of
the trumpets begin at a definite time, yet
one overlaps the other, and all seven ex-
tend to the second coming of Christ. This
is seen in the coexistence of the truths of
all seven. The flood (first trumpet), the
Exodus movement (second trumpet), the
giving of the Old Testament Scriptures
(third trumpet), the church’s going into
captivity (fourth trumpet), Christ’s first
advent and subsequent events (fifth trump-
et), are all sounding louder today than
ever before. And as these truths consti-
tute the gospel for today, it is evident that
though the trumpets run in consecutive
order, each beginning at a different time,
they all continue in force to the end of the
world, terminating therewith. Thus the
rejection of one being tantamount to the
rejection of all seven, the lesson is sharply
drawn that to reject one truth is to reject
the whole truth.

With the fourteenth verse of Revelation
9 begins the description of the sixth trump-
et, and it ends with the fourteenth verse
of Revelation 11, which announces: “The
second woe [sixth trumpet] is past; and,
behold, the third woe cometh quickly.”
Accordingly, each prophetic event recorded
between Revelation 9:14 and 11:14 must
find its fulfillment in the period of the sixth
trumpet—between the first and the second
woes.

In the light of this fact, we see that the
_79 _
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will explain why that, after the expiration
of the “five months,” men will desire to
die, but cannot. Despite great persecution
against the faithful of the primitive Chris-
tian church, their vision of the world’s
great need urged them on to preach the
gospel of Christ at the cost of their lives.
And notwithstanding cruelest death await-
ing them, they in faith and courage in God
held the light of the gospel before the
people as constantly as the sun holds its
rays over the earth.

“I came into Asia,” testifies the death-
bound apostle, “after what manner I have
been with you at all seasons, serving the
Lord with all humility of mind, and with
many tears, and temptations, which befell
me by the lying in wait of the Jews: . ..

“And now, behold, I know that ye all,
among whom I have gone preaching the
kingdom of God, shall see my face no
more. Wherefore I take you to record this
day, that I am pure from the blood of all
men. For I have not shunned to declare
unto you all the counsel of God. . . .

“And when we heard these things, both
we, and they of that place, besought him
not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul
answered, What mean ye to weep and to
break mine heart? for I am ready not to
be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem
for the name of the Lord Jesus.” Acts
20:18, 19, 25-27; 21:12, 13.

By preaching in the name of Christ, the
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4), can mean only that God’s presence was
then in the midst of and round about His
people. And at that time they were, we
know, the Israelite movement, the first post-
flood church with a message—the cere-
monial system. Leading this mighty army
of the Lord, went the pillar of fire before;
and shielding it, followed the pillar of
cloud behind.

After the mountain was afire, it was
“cast into the sea.” The sea, the storehouse
of the waters, represents the original abode
of “peoples, and multitudes, and nations,
and tongues” (Rev. 17:15). Hence, while
it stands for the world as a whole, the
place wherein the nations (waters) reside,
it definitely localizes the place wherein
the church (mountain) appears. This is
borne out by the prophet’s words: “Sing
unto the Lord a new song, and His praise
from the end of the earth, ye that go down
to the sea [where the world originated—
Palestine], and all that is therein.” Isa.
42:10.

Bear in mind that only the third part of
the “sea [world] became blood,” also that
the Israelite movement reached only a part
of the world (in symbolical terms, the
“third part” of the “sea”)—those heathen
with whom the movement came into close
contact, especially in the promised land.
Very obviously, then, the “mountain” is
symbolical of the Old Testament church.

When the “mountain” (the church) was
_45_
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cast into the “sea,” and “the third part of
the sea became blood,” “the third part of
the creatures which were in the sea, and
had life, died.” The “blood” again, of
course, represents mortal life. This being
so, then it follows that the third part of the
“sea” (world) which became “blood”
(life), was that portion into which the
“mountain” was “cast,” into which God’s
people were brought. Accordingly, that
portion, Palestine, became a life-saving
refuge to those who fully united with the
movement, but a shambles for those who
did not, just as Noah’s ark was a life-sav-
ing refuge to those who entered in, but an
agent of destruction to those who remained
out.

Concerning the third part of the crea-
tures which died, the Bible would be in
guilt of gross superfluity to say that they
“had life” if by that It meant mortal life,
for how could they have died unless they
had mortal life? Hence they were figura-
tive only of those living who were privi-
leged to have eternal life, and who once
embraced it, but who later, through wicked-
ness, lost it. Thus, only a symbolical
“third part” of all who had eternal life,
but who sinned it away (“died”), were
destroyed.

VERSE 9, last part. “And the third part
of the ships were destroyed.”

The “sea” being symbolical of the old
world, the “ships” must accordingly be
figurative of objects which were supposed

46—

—ps -
oyp ‘pourad sty jo wonendxs oy IolgE
re sordwr puewwod sy WAy [ 01
10U 1Nq ‘PoON) JO [€3S Y1 10U PBY OYM ISOY}
JUSWIO) 01 PIPUBWIWOD IIIM SISO
oy ‘syqauowr aAnerngiy aAyy oYy Suun(g
(6:L Ay
—opmnynur 18313 9Y1) SIINIJ PUod3s 3y Jo
SurroyieSur a1 10§ Yruow suo Furaes| (¥
- AY—000FH 1 2Y2) SINIJ ISIY 9Y1 O
SurroyreSur 92 01 UOIXIJIONID JY) WIOIJ JATJ
‘worxygronid sty o1 wsndeq SISy woij
X[s—syiuow oapeIngyy JAJom1 4q paren
-sny[I 2q 01 umoys st uoneqord jo asopd
a1 01 1suy) jo wsndeq oY1 woiy swn
oYy Ysaauvpy a4 ‘¢ "ON IEI] U]
‘porrad
Syquowr 9Ary oY1 jo uoneue[dxs [mJ
oy 10J 03 1SNW oM ‘UIYL ‘ISIATRY, O} JO
s[qered oy1 o]  ‘I®OUYM JY) WOIJ SITB)
o, areredss 01 awm oY) JO IUIWOUIW
-wod aY1— 1sdArey 9y, jo Juruurdoq oy
1e paess are Aoy1 1eyl 3Junoudp  sInij
-1SI1J, Y1 Pa[[ed 318 00 H ¥ ] Y2 1BY) parou
aq M 1] ¢ SYIUOW JAIJ 01 PAIWI[ 2q
UdW 1USWI0] 01 Tamod ARy ‘SUBHISIIYD) oY)
‘s1snd0] a1 YoIysm ur porrad sy prnoys
Aym Ing -owmn 2AneINSGIJ oIE SYIUOW JA[J
3S9Y1 1B} IOUIPIAD IdYI0UE ST dATIeIndyy
are s;adwnn a1 1Y) ‘001 O] Oy
“'SI{IIIOIII QAIJ uawr lan 0] seM Jamod
ey puy, Cesmep  pry 0T ASHAA
"YIBIP 01 J[qEISU[NAUT SPEW o [[IM
QWOS UdYM W) 33 01 ‘ST JBY) {UIW dWOS
woIy 93] [[eYS YIeap, USYM OwN B 01
UOIXIJIONID 371 WOIJ PUIIXd PUE QW 941

killing restriction will cease, and that from
then on the wicked will be killed rather
than tormented only. At that time “the
four angels” of Revelation 9:15 will have
prepared themselves “for to slay the third
part of men.”

These several linked facts present a
solid chain of evidence that in the Chris-
tian era, during the five figurative months,
God has deferred His vengeance to grace.
And hence it follows inescapably that such
Christians as executed the death penalty
upon those who disagreed with them, were
working against Christ rather than for
Him. For, as Christians (locusts), they
were commanded not to kill, but to bless
even those who “despitefully” used them.
Indeed, to him who would smite them on
the “one cheek,” they were to turn “the
other” cheek. And if he should take away
their “cloak,” they were to let him have
their “coat” also. Luke 6:28, 29.

After the expiration of the five figura-
tive months of restriction during which
they were not to kill, some will be made
invulnerable to death for the finishing of
the gospel work, and will, if necessary to
the discharging of their responsibility, be

Glad to Die, But Cannot.

CHAPTER 9, VERSE 6. “And in those
days shall men seek death, and shall not
find it; and shall desire to die, and death
shall flee from them.”

The experience of Christ’s first disciples
—75_
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on them, and the flesh of all men, both free
and bond, both small and great.” Rew.
19:15-18.

To those, therefore, who accept Christ
as their King, He is a Saviour, while to
those who refuse to have Him rule over
them (Luke 19:14), He is a destroyer.
Hence, accordingly, the curses, or judg-
ments, fall (as the trumpets reveal) upon
those who reject the teachings and the
authority of the Bible, and wio as a re-
sult do not have the seal.

These solemn facts gravely admonish
us not to forget the Bible’s warning that
our treatment of It will bring one of two
results—death or life.

VERSE 10, first clause. “And they had
tails like unto scorpions, and there were
stings in their tails.”

We have seen that the “locusts” are
symbolical of the soldiers of the cross;
we know that the tail of an animal is the
hinder member of its body; in other words,
its rearguard. So we have no choice but
to conclude that the tails of the locusts
symbolize the church’s rearguard—its fol-
lowers. Furthermore, the tail’s being a
connected part of the body shows that both
the ministry and the laity of the early
Christian church were bound together in-
separably in Christ (Rom. 12:5), one con-
tributing to another. So reads the record:
“for as many as were possessors of lands
or houses sold them, and brought the
prices of the things that were sold, and laid
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latter represents His chosen people (the
twelve tribes of Israel), in whom His Word
was the waters of life, making them living
fountains. Thus “he that believeth on Me,”
declared the Lord Himself, “. . . out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water”
(John 7:38); and: “the fountain of Jacob
shall be upon a land of corn and wine.”
Deut. 33:28.

VERSE 11. “And the name of the star is
called Wormwood: and the third part of the
waters became wormwood; and many men
died of the waters, because they were made
bitter.”

A bitter and aromatic herb, wormwood
acts both as a cathartic and as a tonic—
qualities and virtues the significance of
which must discover the symbolic meaning
of the name “Wormwood.” A cathartic
being something possessing purging and
cleansing virtue, the name “Wormwood”
must, therefore, first of all, denote a purg-
ing agent. And as the Word of God has
the power to purge away the cause and
effects of spiritual debility and to restore
healthy functions and tone to the sin-sick
soul, it obviously is the only such agent
which, in this connection, the name “Worm-
wood” fittingly symbolizes.

Consequently, the bitter’s cathartic and
tonic virtues denote that the Word of God,
though indeed a bitter to one’s carnal taste,
is to the honest, who love It for the good It
will do them (purify the heart and soul),
their sweetest joy; whereas to the dis-
honest, whose carnal taste is their god, and
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who love not the truth, the Word is as gall
to their taste. And doubly so it is because
they love, above the ways of salvation, the
ways of the world, and these It condemns.

The herb’s aromatic quality reveals that
those who eat the Word of God, be It ever
so bitter to their carnal taste, will find in
It the surpassing aroma of heavenly in-
fluence, which will cause them to breathe
out “a savor of life unto life.”

Each revealing progressively momen-
tous truths, the first three trumpets indi-
cate that the remaining four trumpets,
approaching nearer in turn the period for
the benefit of which the cumulative lessons
of the entire symbolism were given, ought
to reveal increasingly still more momen-
tous lessons. And precisely this is what
the student of the subject will find as he
now enters upon the study of

The Fourth Trumpet.
Revelation 8:12.

VERSE 12. “And the fourth angel sound-
ed, and the third part of the sun was smitten,
and the third part of the moon, and the third
part of the stars; so as the third part of them
was darkened, and the day shone not for a
third part of it, and the night likewise.”

Having affected the stars, the moon, and
the sun, a symbolization of an entire solar
system, upon which life depends for its
existence, the action disclosed in these
verses shows that these heavenly objects
represent  something without which all
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spiritual drink: for they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed them: and
that Rock was Christ.” 1 Cor. 10:1-4.

Woe to him who accepts the one Testa-
ment and casts aside the other, pays no
attention to either, or exalts tradition
above both!

Abaddon, Christ’s name in the Hebrew,
signifying Him as a “destroyer,” shows
that in the Old Testament period He
simply destroyed many of His enemies;
whereas Apollyon, His name in the Greek,
signifying Him as an “exterminator,” shows
that in the New Testament period He will
exterminate all the wicked. (What beauti-
ful precision of connotation in these sym-
bolic appellations!) And this extermina-
tory work is vividly pictured in the climac-
tic scene:

“And out of His mouth goeth a sharp
sword, that with it He should smite the
nations: and He shall rule them with a
rod of iron: and He treadeth the winepress
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God. And He hath on His vesture and on
His thigh a name written, KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. And I
saw an angel standing in the sun; and he
cried with a loud voice, saying to all the
fowls that fly in the midst of heaven,
Come and gather yourselves together unto
the supper of the great God; that ye may
eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of
captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and
the flesh of horses, and of them that sit
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this reason it was necessary to command
the “locusts” not to kill.

A demonstration of the power which
they possessed is seen in the fate of Ananias
and Sapphira, who instantly, upon Peter’s
exposing their sin of dissimulation, fell
dead at the apostle’s feet (Acts 5:1-11).
Clearly, then, if Peter, without exertion on
his part, had sufficient power to destroy
hypocrites who came into his presence, he
most certainly had as much power to de-
stroy the heathen who attempted to retard
the advancement of the gospel.

VERSE 9, first clause. “And they had

breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron.”

The Scriptural significance of “breast-
plate” is “faith and love” (1 Thess. 5:8)—
the Christian’s only defense. And the
locusts’ breastplates were “as it were
breastplates of iron,” the strongest metal
known. The faith, therefore, of those
fearless soldiers of the cross was so in-
vincible, and their love for Christ and for
His people so pure and unconquerable,
that “daily in the temple, and in every
house, they ceased not to teach and preach
Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42), though for so
doing they were killed like locusts. O what
a contrast between these heroic love-slaves
of Christ and most professed Christians of
today!

VERSE 9, second clause. “And the sound

of their wings was as the sound of chariots
of many horses running to battle.”

As has been seen so far, the symbols of
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smiting of them along with the sun and
the moon symbolically reveal a punishment
upon ancient Israel.

But only a third part of them was smit-
ten. So it follows that the Israelite nation
falls into three parts, one of which was
smitten. And as the nation’s history em-
braces three distinct periods (first, from
the exodus from Egypt to the possession
of the promised land, second, from the
occupation of the promised land to the
captivity in Babylon; and third, from the
deliverance from Babylon to the Advent of
Christ), therefore during one of these
periods they were “smitten.”

From the interpretation of these solar
symbols (“sun,” “moon,” and “stars”),
not to be gainsaid, the fourth trumpet is
seen to reveal the punishment which came
upon the Jewish nation in the period of
the kings. For it was in these days that
the temple, its service, and its people were
“smitten”; that is, the nation (stars) was
taken into Babylonian captivity, the
temple (moon) destroyed, and the service
(sun) abolished for a period of time. Thus
resulted spiritual darkness in the earth, as
is depicted by the “darkness” of the “third
part” of the “day” and of the “night.”

This great ruin was brought about by the
Jewish leaders because “they mocked the
messengers of God, and despised His
words, and misused His prophets, until the
wrath of the Lord arose against His peo-
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ple, till there was no remedy. Therefore
He brought upon them the king of the
Chaldees, who slew their young men with
the sword in the house of their sanctuary,
and had no compassion upon young man
or maiden, old man, or him that stooped
for age: He gave them all into his hand.

And they burnt the house of God,
and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and
burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and
destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof.
And them that had escaped from the sword
carried he away to Babylon; where they
were servants to him and his sons until the
reign of the kingdom of Persia: to fulfil
the word of the Lord.” 2 Chron. 36:16, 17,
19, 20, 21. “And they slew the sons of
Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the
eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fet-
ters of brass, and carried him to Babylon.”
2 Kings 25:7.

So, because the religious services, the
temple building, and the nation were smit-
ten, the light which once shone through
them was extinguished for more than
seventy years, until the temple was rebuilt
and the sacrificial services reestablished.
Manifestly, therefore, the “day” (that por-
tion of the earth where the light of the sun
directly shines) stands for the “promised
land,” and the “night” (that portion of the
earth where the light of the sun is reflected
by the moon and the stars) stands for the
heathen lands.

Clearly, then, the symbolism reveals
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heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Matt.

16:19.
VERSE 7, third clause. “And their faces

were as the faces of men.”

Observe that the locusts have human
faces, symbolizing intelligence, but mark
especially that they are masculine. Were
they feminine, the symbol would be faulty,
for the face of a woman does not naturally
characterize a soldier.

VERSE 8, first clause. “And they had

hair as the hair of women.”

A woman’s hair being her glory (1 Cor.
11:15), and a “woman” being symbolical
of the church (Jer. 6:2), the feminine hair
shows that the “locusts” were affiliated
with the church, and that she was their
glory. “So that we ourselves,” says Paul,
“glory in you in the churches of God for
your patience and faith in all your perse-
cutions and tribulations that ye endure.”

2 Thess. 1:4.
VERSE 8, second clause. “And their

teeth were as the teeth of lions.”

Though a lion is the most fearsome of
beasts, yet had he no teeth, he would be
scarcely more fearsome than a dog. The
locusts’ having the teeth of lions denotes
that the early Christians had far greater
potential power to defend themselves and
to kill every beast (man) that was not of
their kind (a Christian) than had ancient
Israel against the heathen in their day. For
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The idea that the locusts are symbolical
of the “Saracen” warriors is both un-
scriptural and illogical, for, unlike the
locusts, the Saracens killed as many as
opposed their way. Especially did they
trouble the Christians—those who had the
“seal of God in their foreheads.” And
such precisely is Satan’s business, that he
might kill all who have the seal of God.
To those, though, whom the “locusts”
represent, the restraining order “was
given that they should not kill” (Rev. 9:5)
anyone, their business instead being to
hurt “only those men which have nor the
seal of God in their foreheads.” Verse 4.
For this reason, also the one prior, the
“locusts” cannot symbolize the followers
of Mohammed or of any other of Satan’s
agents.

Had the Christians not been told “that
they should not kill,” they naturally would
not have known that they were entering
into the period of grace, and so would have
followed the example of the Jewish nation
when, as a theocracy charged to execute
God’s judgments, they were commanded to
kill and to drive out of the land (as was
revealed by the first three trumpets) both
those who were departed from Him and
those who did not acknowledge Him as
the only true God. His command, how-
ever, to the locusts “that they should not
kill,” inaugurates a significant change in
His people’s dealings with His enemies.
The great principle of non-resistance en-

64—

—09-
JO [edT[oquIAS 9q ISIMINI[ IShUWI [EdNUIPI
Suraq ‘1:6 wonepasy jo ard sssywonoq
oY) UL ‘wNIUUd[Iw dYd Juunp asnoy
uostid ® se Y1Ies oY) Jo [edrjoquids st ¢:07
uone[aady jo 1d ssojwonoq, a1 ouUIg

« T2d sso[utoriog,, 9

ur pauostrduwir 21e OYM 3S0Y1 291J
19s 01 o[qe st 181 1omod L[uo ayy ‘[odso3
oY1 jo aaneindyy oq Isnuwr 9I0JOIAYY Aoy
oy ‘[odso8 oy jo Suryoeard oy ySnoryp
os op o1 pue ‘(1rd ssawo110q oY1) YIEIp
Jo pue uis jo asnoy uosiid ay1 woij due
-1oA1[2p Surrq 01 3uraq uorssrw sISLIYD

31 sey ApeaI[e o} WNIUUd[[IW 371
JO 1USWIOUIWUIOD 37} 18 OUSE] ‘WNIUUI]
-[rw oY1 210joq swndwos—adwnn Yy
a1 Jo Jurpunos oy 18 A3, oY1 PIAIIAX
1S1IY) ‘910j219Y1 ‘A[snogAqO ‘SowIn JuaIdy
-JIp om1 01 ‘9s1nod jo “urod (QT:] ¢1:QC
ay) Suiaey  pue (1:¢ ‘AdY) URAIS
$qI9A 91 ‘Ouo ey £q 1 jJo Suiaey, oy
apadsard 1snwr duo ure1rdd Lue 01 Jury e jo
Buaid oy se puy -uaard sem Aoy oy
woym 01 _reis o1 4q pue ‘1d ssojurorzoq
oy jo Aoy oy Juraey - - - PSue oy £q
pazijoquifs A[3uniyy oq ued Suo[e A ‘wWniu
-uaqrw o3 ur Sumraysn Aqaroyy “Aiandes
SUBIEG SIINDIS OYM dUO JYI ST ISLIY)) SY

T ‘T:0T 'A9Y STeaf puesnoy) e wiy
punoq pue ‘ueleg pue [IAd(J Y3 ST YoIym
9uadias pro 1ey1 ‘wodeip oY1 uo p[oy pre|
oy puy ‘puey sry ur ureyd 1ea1s e pue 1d
$sa[wo110q 2Y1 Jo A3y oY1 Sulaey ‘UaALIY

the church when she is fully surrendered to
God and consequently under His protec-
tion. Thus, symbolically, He assures His
people that He does not allow to come
upon them any evil but that which they
themselves invite and which, for their
good, He may permit. “Behold,” says the
Psalmist, “He that keepeth Israel shall
neither slumber nor sleep.” Ps. 121:4.
“. .. for he that toucheth you toucheth the
apple of His eye.” Zech. 2:8.

By many of God’s servants were these
promises realized. = Notably there was
the instance when the exodus movement
reached the Red Sea, and later the river
Jordan, and both bodies of waters “rose
up upon an heap” to afford the people a
safe passage, and to destroy their enemies;
also when the three Hebrews were delivered
from the fiery furnace; Daniel, from the
lion’s den; Mordecai and his people, from
the execution instigated by Haman; and

Elijah, from the hand of Ahab and Jezebel.

Indeed, “if ye have faith as a grain of
mustard seed,” as the Saviour declares, “ye
shall say unto this mountain, Remove
hence to yonder place; and it shall re-
move; and nothing shall be impossible
unto you” (Matt. 17:20) although the
wicked bring

The Woes.
Revelation 8:13.

VERSE 13. “And I beheld, and heard an
angel flying through the midst of heaven,
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saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to
the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the
other voices of the trumpet of the three
angels, which are yet to sound.”

The last three of the seven trumpets
being woe trumpets, unlike the first four,
some great change, obviously is to take
place between the first four and the last
three.

Having up to this point brought us to
the destruction of the first temple and on
to the building of the second, the prophetic
Word of God leads us on now to the first
advent of Christ and to His crucifixion,
the next great events associated with the
trumpets. And these events, ushering the
Old Testament era out and the New one
in, disclose that the last three trumpets
embrace the history of the New Testament
period. The woes, consequently, point first
to Satan’s persecuting the faithful in his
endeavor to keep them from embracing
Christianity, and second to his persecuting
the heathen in his endeavor to Christianize
them! The first woe comes with

The Fifth Trumpet.

Revelation 9:1-12.
VERSES 1-4. “And the fifth angel

sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven
unto the earth: and to him was given the
key of the bottomless pit. And He opened
the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke
out of the pit, as the smoke of a great fur-
nace; and the sun and the air were darkened
by reason of the smoke of the pit. And
there came out of the smoke locusts upon
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opened to His captive people, the way of
deliverance from the prison house—the
“bottomless pit” of sin and death.

Thus we see, to recapitulate in brief,
that the “star” is symbolical of Christ;
the “key,” of the gospel; the “pit,” of the
earth; the “smoke,” of His sacrifice; and
the darkening of the “sun and the air,” of
the “darkness” that covered the world
during His crucifixion. Perfect symbols.

VERSES 3, 4. “And there came out of
the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto
them was given power, as the scorpions of
the earth have power. And it was com-
manded them that they should not hurt the
grass of the earth, neither any green thing,
neither any tree; but only those men whic
have not the seal of God in their foreheads.”

With the smoke symbolizing the cruci-
fixion, and the locusts coming out of the
smoke, the only admissible conclusion is
that they are symbolical of the Christians
who came as a consequence of the sacri-
ficial blood that was shed on Calvary.
And the fact that they were to hurt “only
those men which have not the seal of God
in their foreheads,” makes this conclusion
even more inescapable. For only a true
Christian, one who has a personal experi-
ence with God, a perfect knowledge of His
Word, and who is filled with His Spirit,
can discriminate saint from sinner. He,
only, can recognize who has the seal and
who does not have it, when the latter is
cloaked in a counterfeit robe of righteous-
ness.
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